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The French Revolution

C Fastracl« Revision )

» The French Revolution was a period of far reaching political
upheaval In France during the perlod of 1789 to 1799.
The revolution overthrew the monarchy, established
a republic and experlenced violent perlods of political
turmoll.

» The causes leading to French Revolution are many. The
important ones are as follows:

» The basle structure of the French soclety during the
late 18th century was one of the Important cause of
French Revolution. The peasants Formed 90% of the
population but about 60% of the land was owned by
nobles, the Church and other richer members of the
third estate. All members of the third estate had to
pay taxes to the state which included a direct tax and &
number of other indirect taxes.

» In 1774, Louis XVI of the Bourbon Family of kings
ascended the throne of France. On his accession, he
found an empty treasury because long years of war
had drained the financlal resources of France and the
cost of maintaining an extravagant court at the palace
of Versallles was Immense.

> The population of France rose from about 23 million
In 1715 to 28 million In 1789. With Incomes dwindling,
this ensued a struggle for survival for the French
population.

In the 18th century, the French soclety was divided

Into three estates. The. first. estate comprised of

clergy, the second estate of nobllity and the third

estate comprised of businessmen, merchants, lawyers,
WX peasants, etc.
> The 18th century saw the emergence of social groups
known as the middle class. Their idea of envisaging a
soclety were based on freedom and equal laws and
opportunities for all.

» Achainofevents led to the outbreak of French Revolution,
as discussed.

» On Sth May, 1789, Louis XVI called an assembly of the
Estates General to pass proposals for new taxes. The
first and second estates sent 300 representatives each,
who were seated In rows facing each other, while 600
prosparous and educated members of the third estate had
to stand at the back.

Louls XVI had helped 13 American colonles to gain
thelr independence from Britain. These wars Increased
the existina debt of 2 billion livres bv a billion livres.

» Voting in Estates General was conducted on the basis that
each estate has one vote. But on this day the third estate
demanded one vote for each member which was put
forward as a democratic principle by Rousseau In his book,
The Social Contract.

» As the king rejected this ‘proposal, the members of the
third estate walked out of the assembly, in protest.

» The representotives of the third estate assembled In
an indoor tennls court; in the grounds of Versailles on
20th June, 1789. They declared themselves a Natlonal
Assembly. They decided to draft a Constitution for France
that would limit the powers of the monarch. They were led
by Mirabeau and Abbe Sleyeés.

» On 14th July, 1789, after spending hours In long queues
at the bakery, crowds of angry women stormed into
the shops. Agltated crowd also stormed and destroyed
Bastllle, a fort prison.

» Meanwhile, rumours spread In the countryside that the
feudal lords of the manor would send bands of brigands
to destroy the ripe crops. The peasants were caught in
fear, thus they attacked the residences of the landlords
(chateaux). They looted hoarded grains and burnt down
documents having records of manorlal dues. Unable to
control the sltustion, Louls XVI finally gave recognition to
the Natlonal Assembly, accepting that from now on, his
powers would be checked by a Constitution.

» On 14th August, 1789, the Assembly passed a decree
abolishing the feudal system of obligations and taxes and
lands owned by the Church were conflscated.

» The draft of the Constitution was completed by the
Natlonal Assembly In 1791.

» The Constltution began with a 'Declaration of the
Rights of Man and Clitizens'. The right to life, freedom of
speech, freedom of opinion and equality before law were
established as 'natural and Inallenable’ rights and France
was declared a constitutional monarchy.

ledge BOOSTER
‘The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen'

proclaimed freedom of speech and expression to be
a natural right.

/N

» The sltuatlon In France continued to be tense In the
following years and the following events led to the
establishment of republic:

» Natlonal Assembly voted In April 1792 to declare war
agalinst Prussla and Austria. These revolutionary wars
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Louis XVI was sentenced to death by a court on the
charge of treason. On 21st January, 1793, he was
executed publicly at the Place de La Concorde.

» For people the revolt was not over. They wanted to get
political rights For the poar classes also.

» The political clubs became important rallying points
to discuss government policies and plan the future
course of actlon. The most successful of these clubs
was that of the Jacobins. Thelr leader was Maximilien
Robespierre.

» On 10th August, 1792, Jacobins stormed the palace
of Tulleries, massacred the king's quards and held the
king himselF as hostage for several hours.

> Electlons were held. The newly elected Assembly was
called the Convention. On 21st September, 1792, it
abolished the monarchy and declared France a republic
Le., a form of government which is elected by the
people. The Jacobins came Lo power.

The perlod from 1793 to 1794 Is referrad to as the Relgn

of Terror. Robespierre followed a policy of severe control

and punishment.

All those whom he saw as the enemles of the republic,

viz,, ex-nobles, clergy, members of other political partles,

members of his own party who didn't agree with him, were
arrested, Imprisoned and then trled by a revolutlonary
tribunal. IF the court found them gullty, they were

gulllotined.

ge BOOSTER

The guillotine was a device, named after It's [nveator
Dr Joseph Ignace Guillotin, which consisted of two
poles and a blade, with which a persan was beheaded.

7N
Finally, Robesplerre was convicted by acourt In July 1794
and he was also gulllotined.

The Fall of Jacobin government led the wealthler middle
clogsses to selze power and they introduced a new
Constltution which denied the right to vote to the non-
propertied sections of society and provided for two
elected Legislative Counclls.

These then appolnted a Directory, an executive made up
of Flve members. However, the Directors often clashed
v/ith the Leglslative Counclls who then sought to dismiss
them, leading to political Instabllity.

The political instability of the Directory paved the way for
the rise of a military dictator, Napoleon Bonaparte.

In 1804, Napoleon Bonaparte crowned himself the
Emperor of France. He conquered the nelghbouring
European countries.

Napoleon, a moderniser, Introduced laws such as
protection of private property and a uniform system of
weights and measures backed by the decimal system.
These were referred to as ‘Napoleonic Code'.

The French Revolution had the following Ffar-reaching
effects on the soclety at large:

» Women were actlve participants In the events that

brought about so many important changes in the

» One ofthe most revolutionary soclal reforms ol
regime was the abolitlon of slavery In French colonles.
> The revolutionary government passed laws that
translated the ideals of liberty and equality into
everyday practice. One important law that came into
effect soon after the storming of the Bastille in the
summer of 1789 was the abolition of censorship.

ledge BGOSTER 5

Olympe de Gouges was one of the most Important
politically active women in revolutionary France
who protested against the Constitution and the
‘Declaration' of Rights of Man and Citizen' as they
excluded women from the baslc rights that each
71~ human being was entitled to.

G\Important Dateline

Date/ Yoor
1774 -
5th May, 1789 —

20th June,1789 —

4th August, 1789 —

Sth October, 1789—

Important Evants

Louls XVI ascended throne of
France.

The king called an assembly of the
Estates General to pass proposals
for new taxes.

Third estate representatives
assembled and took the Tennls
Court Oath. They Fformed a
National Assembly.

National Assembly passed a
decree to abolish the Ffeudal
system of obligations and taxes.
Women marched to Versallles and
brought back King Louls XVI with
them to Paris.

1791 — National Assembly completed
draft of new Constltution;
Revolutlonary women Olympe de
Gouges writes 'Declaration of the
Rights of Woman and Citizen'.

April,1792 — National Assembly voted to
declare war against Prussla and
Austria.

21st Septembaor, 1792 — Monarchy abolished and France
declared a republic.

1793 -1794 — All slaves in French overseas
possessions freed, but declslon
overturned by Napolean ten years
later.

July, 1794 — Robasplarre arrested and
executed.

1804 — Napoleon Bonaparte crowned
himself Emperar of France.

1818 — Napoleon Ffinally defeated at
Waterloo.

1848 — Slavery finally abolished in French
colonles.

1946 —_ wWomen In France won the rlght to
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& Practice Exercise

Itiple choice Questions N

18th century French soclety was divided into:
a. castes b. four Estates
c. three Estates d. two Estates

King in France at the time of French revolution was:
a. Louls XIV b. Louls XVI
c. Marle Antolnette d. Nicholas Il

The members of which of the following estates

enjoyed privileges by birth?
a. Clergy b. Nability
c. Both a. and b. d. Peasants and artisans

When did Louis XVI call an assembly of Estates
General to pass proposals for new taxes?

a. 14th July, 1789 b. 5th May, 1789

c. 20th June. 1789 d. 4th August. 1789

Who said, "The task of representing the people has

been given to the rich"?
a. Mirabeau
c. Rousseau

b. Jean-Paul Marat
d. Georges Denton

When did Franch Revolution occur?

a.1780 b. 1789 c. 1689 d. 1796

The elghteenth century witnessed the emargence
of which new soclal group in France?

a. Middle class b. Nobllity

c. Working class d. None.of these

Which of the following was the main abjective of
the Constitution of 1791?

a. To Umit the powers of the king alone

b. Do away with feudal privileges

c. Give equal rlghts to women

d. Establish o constitutionol monarchy

Which of the following was given power to make
laws by the Constitution of 17917

a. Cenvention b. Natlonal Assembly
d. Clergy and Nobllity
When did Bastille was demolished?

a. lath July. 1789 b. 5th May. 1789

c. 20th June. 1789 d. 26th August. 1789

c. Directory

Name the leader(s) of the third estate in France.
a. Mirabeau b. Abbé Sleyés
c. Bath a. and b. d. None of these

When did French women march to Versailles and

brought the King Louis XVI back with them to Parls?
a 5th October 1789 b 10th October 1789

Q13. Who advocated government based on Social

Contract?
a. Darwin b. Spencer
c. Rousseau d. Montesquleu

Q14. Which estate in France demanded that each
member of an estate would have one vote?
a. Flrst estate
b. Second estate
¢. Third estate
d. Both first and second estates
Q15. France on 21st September, 1792 was declared as:
a. Soclallst State b. Democracy
¢ Communist State d. Republic
Q16. The National Assembly of France voted in April ......
to declare war against Prussia and Austria.
a.1789 b. 1792 c. 1780 d. 1790
Q17. Who wrote the national anthem of France
Marselllaise?
2. John Locke b. Jacques Rousseau
c Voltalre d. Roget de Ulsle
Q 18. Taxto be paid directly to the state In French soclety
Is known as:
3. Tithe b. Tallle
c. Livre d. None of these
Q19. TIWl 1794, Livre was the unit of currency In:
a. USA b. Germany
¢. France d. All of these
Q 20. The book 'The Spirit of the Laws' was written by:

a. John Locke b. Montesquleu
c. Rousseau d. None of these
Q21 An extreme situation In which the baslc means of
livelihood are endangered Is known as:
a. Subsletence crisis b. Struggle to survive
¢. Economic crisls d. None of these

g8 BOOSTER

Rapid expansion of the French soclety led to the
subsistence crisis where the basic means of livelihood
are endangered.

/N

Q 22. The philosopher, who sought to refute the doctrine
of the divine and absolute right of the monarch Is:

b. John Locke
d. Montesquleu

2. Rousseau
c. Spinoza

Q 23. When was slavery abolished in French colonies?
a. 1848 b. 1849 c. 1850 d. 1851
Q24. Who wrote the 'Declaration of the Rights to Woman
and Citizen'?

a. Olvmpe de Gouges b. Mirabeau
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Who defeated in the battle of Waterloo? 4. Abbe Sleyes D. Proposed a foi
a. Rousseau b. Napoleon of government
C Robespierre d. Louls XVI on the basls of
When did Napoleon Bonaparte crown himself as social contract
Emperor of France? between people
a.In1798 b. In 1800 and their
c In 1804 d. In 1802 representatlves.
Q 27. Which of the following were the national colours 1234 1.2 3 4
of France during the French Revolution? aCADEB bC B D A
a. Blue-green-yellow b. Red-green-blue .CBAD dA CD B
C Blue-white-red d. Yellow-red-white Tlp
Q28. Study the picture and answer the question that Find the correct match of the columas and then choose
follows: the correct code.

Q 33. Read the statements carefully and choose the
correct option:
Statement (1): The perlod from 1795 to 1798 Is
referred as the Reign of Terror.
Statement (ll): Robesplerre followed a policy of
severe control and punishmant.
a. Statement (l) is correct and (ll) Is Incorrect.
b..Statement(l) is incorrect and (Il) is correct.
¢. Both statements are Incorrect.
d. Bothistatements are caorrect.
Q 34. Read the statements carefully and choose the
What does the above picture convey? correct option:

‘ Statement (I): The revolutionary wars brought
a. Personlification of law b, Law Is same for all losses and economic difficultles to the people.

c. Royal power d. Freedom Statement (ll): While the men were away fighting
Q 29. Find the correct sequence: at the front, women were left to cope with the tasks

A Third estate forms Natlonal Assembly of earning a living and looking after their families.

B. France becomes a republic a. Statement (I) Is correct and (ll) Is Incarrect.

€. Louls XVI becomes the King of france b. Statement (I) is incorrect and (1I) is correct.

D. A Constitution Is formed ta’imlt'the powars of ¢. Both statements are Incorrect.

the king . d. Both statements are correct.
AR \ SR8 ‘@ Assertion & Reason Type Questions \)
C. B-2C->D—-A d. B-»D—>A-C

Directions (Q,Nos. 35-44): In the following questions given
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A)
and Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct

Q 30. Who was the author of the book "Two Treatises of
Government'?

a. Jean JacqUes Reusseou b. John Locke option:
¢. Montesquieu d. Napoleon Bonaparte a. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Q 81. Identify the correct pair: Reasan (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
a. 1948 - Women Iin France won the right to (A).
vote. b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
b. 1848 — Napoleon finally defeated at waterloo. Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
c.. 1791 — Natlonal Assembly completed draft of Assertion (A).
new Constitution. ¢. Assertion (A) Is true, but Reason (R) is false.
d. 1789 — Louls XVl ascended throne of France. d. Assertion (A) is false. but Reason (R) Is true.
Q 32. Match the following: Q 35. Assertion (A): The third estate comprised all the
people of France except the clergy (first estate)
Column | Column Ii and the nobility second estate.
1. Marie Antolnette | A. Two Treatises of Reason (R): The third estate paid all the taxes in
Government’ French soclety.
2 Locke B.'What Is the Third Q 36. Assertion (A): Under the new Constitution, the laws
Estate?’ were to be made by the National Assembly.
Reason (RY: The main obiective of National
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@ TiP:
A broken chain stands for the act of becoming free. The

sertion (A): The goal of all political associations

the preservation of the natural rights of woman

id man.

:ason (R): The Declaration of the Rights of Man
and Citizen mentions about both men and women.

Q 38. Assertion (A): Robespierre's government Issued

laws placing a maximum ceiling on wages and
prices. Meat and bread were rationed.

Reason (R): Peasants were forced to transport their
grain to the cities and sell it at prices fixed by the
government.

Q 39. Assertion (A): It was finally in 1946 that women in

France won the Right to Vote.
Reason (R): The example of the political activities
of French women during the revolutionary years

was kept alive as an inspiring memory.

Q 40. Assertion (A): A broken chain stands for the act of

becoming free.
Reason (R): Chains were used to fetter slaves.

symbol of broken chain represents freedom. It signifies
freedom from slavery. In terms of the French Revolution,
the broken chain signified freedom for the peasants and
the third estate l.e.,, normal people as opposed to the
aristocracy. Chalns were used to fetter slaves and broken
chain symbolises the freedom from slavery.

q-TiP:
The French Revolution Is called The Dawn of Modern

Q4L Assertion (A): The news spread that Louls XVI

planned to impose further taxes.

Reason (R): To meet the expenses of the state
generated anger and protest agalnst the system of
privileges.

Q42. Assertion (A): During the elghteenth century,

France witnessed the emergence of a middle class.
Reason (R): The emergence of the middle class
happened on account of royal patronage.

Q 43. Assertion (A): In many ways, the French Revolution

was a very Significant event In the history of the
world.

Reason (R): The French Revolution not only Inspired
French citizens to take action but It Inspired many
philosophers and leaders across the globe.

Era It ended a medieval soclely dominated by kings,
priests and nobles signalling the beginning of a New- Era.
The Modern Era. It not only inspired French citizens but
also inspired nationalist [eaders like Tipu Sultan and Ram
Mohan Roy and philosophers llke Karl Marx.
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Q44, Assertion (A): In 1805, Napoleon Bonaparte

crowned himself Emperor of France.
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. ]' Answers |' -
1. (c) 2. (b) 3. (d) 4, (b) 5. (b)
6. b 7. (@ B8 (d 9 (b 10 (3
M () 122 (@ 13 (¢ 14 () 15 (d)
6. (b) 17. (d) 18. (b) 19. (¢) 20. (b)
21 (@) 22. (b) 23. (3) 24 (a) 25. (b)
26. () 27. () 28. (3) 29. (b) 30. (b)
3. () 32. (@) 33 (b) 34 (d 35 (b)
36. (b)) 37 () 38 (b) 39. (b) 40. (a)
41, (a) 42. () 43. (d) 44 (0

-¢]) Source Based questions N

Source 1

QlL

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow. by choosing the most
appropriate option:

In 1774, Louis XVI of thc Bourbon family of
kings ascended the throne of France. He was
20 years'old and married to the Austrian princess
Marie Antoinette. Upon his accession the new
king found an empty treasury. Long years of war
had drained the financial resources of France.
Added to this was the cost of maintaining an
extravagant court at the immense palace of
Versailles, Under Louis XVI, France helped
the thirteen Amecrican colonies to gain their
independence from the common enemy, Britain.
The war added more than a billion livres to
a debt that had already risen to more than
2 billion livres. Lenders who gave the state credit,
now began to charge 10 per cent interest on loans.
So, the French government was obliged to spend
an increasing percentage of its budget on interest
payments alone. To meet its regular expenses,
such as the cost of maintaining an army, the court,
running government offices or universitieg, the
state was forced to increase taxes. Yet even this
measure would not have sufficed. French society
in the eighteenth century was divided into three
estates, and only members of the third estate
puid taxes.

The society of cstates was part of the feudal
systcm that dated back to the middle ages. The
term Old Regime is usually used to describe the
sociely and institutions of France before 1789.

Identify the correct option regarding the French

treasury when Louis XVI became King of France in

1744,

a. The financlal resources of France had drained

b. The French treasury was empty

c. Taxes were increased to improve the cost of
maintenance
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Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

Qo6.

Name the group of persons invested with special
functions in the church.
a. Peasants

c Clergy

b. Nobles
d. Feudals

Which family was ruling in France when the French

Revolution took place?
a. Bourbon family
c Middle class family

b. Sultan family
d. Jacoblns

How many American colonies gained Independence

from Britain under Louis XVI?
a. 12 b. 13 c. 14 d. 15

Why was the French government obliged to spend
an increasing percentage of its budget on interest

payments alone?

a. Ta meet the regular expenses

b. To reduce the debt burden

¢ Lenders were charging 10 per cent Interest on
loans

d. To fulfill the requirements of huge amount of
money for malntenance

Identify the cause(s) for the empty treasury of

France under Louis XVI.

a. The king's court at the Immense palace of
Versailles required huge amount of monay for It8
maintenance.

b. Taxes were levied only on the third estate and
the first and second estates vho were rich were
exempted from paying taxes.

c. The war with Britaln added mare than a-blllion
lUvres to a debt that had already risento more
than 2 blllion livres.

d. All of the above.

. ', Answers ', .
1. (b) 2 (¢ 3.(a) 4. (b) 5.(c) 6.(d)
Source 2

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
apprepriate option:

Altheugh Louis XVI had signed the Constitution,
he entered into secret negotiations with the King
of Prussia. Rulers of other neighbouring countries
too were worried by the developments in France
and made plans o send troops to put down the
events that had been taking place there since the
summer of 1789. Before this could happen, the
National Assembly voted in April 1792 to declare
war against Prussia and Austria. Thousands of
volunteers thronged from the provinces to join the
army. They saw this as a war of the people against
kings and aristocracies all over Europe. Among

i oy, e PN SRIN B Y & o

QL

Qa

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

for the first time by volunteers from Mars
they marched into Paris and so got its name. The
Marscillaise is now the national anthem of France.
The revolutionary wars brought losses and
economic difficulties to the people. While the
men were away fighting at the front, women were
left to cope with the tasks of eamning a living and
looking after their families. Large sections of the
population were convinced that the revolution had
to be carried further, as the Constitution of 1791
gave political rights only to the richer sections
of society. Political clubs became-an important
rallying point for pcople who wished to discuss
government policies and plan their own forms of
action. The most successful.of ‘these clubs was
that of the Jacobins, which got its name from
the former convent of St. Jacob in Paris. Women
too, who had been aetive throughout this period,
formed theirown clubs.
How did the volunteers from various provinces see
war against Prussia and Austria?
a. Asa warto endanger the basic means of Uvellhood.
b. As a war of the people against kings and
arlstocracles all over Europe.
¢. Ag adirect consequence of measures taken by the
government.
d. As @ matter of polUtical tenslon In the whole of
Europe.

What s the national anthem of France?
8. Chateaux b. Margoillalye
¢. Sang-culattes d. Tallle

Identify the incorract statement regarding Jacobins.

a. The Jacobing or the soclety of the friends of the
Constitution was the most famous and Influential
club prior to the French Revolutlon.

b. It become an Important rallying palnt for people
who wished to discuss government policles and
plan thelr own farms of action.

¢. The members belonged malnly to the prosperous
sectlon of soclety.

d. Shopkeepers, artlsans Uke shoe-makers, pastry
cooks, servants. dally wage workers were
Included In It

How did the Jacobin club get its name?

a. From the soclety of the friends of the
Consttution.

b. From the former convent of St Jacob In Paris.

c. From the active women who formed their own
clubs.

d. From the Ffashionable sections of soclety
especlally nobles vsho wore knee length breeches.

Name the poet who composed the patriotic song,
Marseillaise.

2 .
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Who seized power after the fall of the Jacobin
government?

a. The third estate

b. The clergy and the nobility

c. The vrealthier middle classes

d. The first and second estates

. |' Answers ,' .
1. (b) 2 (b) 3.(c) 4 (b 5.(d) 6.(c)
Source 3

QlL

Ans.

Qa.

Ans.

Q3.

Ans.

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow:

On Sth May, 1789, Louis XVI called together an
assembly of the Estates General to pasy proposals
for new taxes. A resplendent hall in Versailles
was prepared (o host the delegates. The first and
second cstates sent 300 representatives each, who
were seated in rows facing each other on two sides,
while the 600 members of the third estate had to
stand at the back. The third estate was represented
by its more prosperous and educated members.
Peasants, artisans and women were denied entry
to the agsembly. However, their grievances and
demands were listed in some 40,000 letters which
the representatives had brought with them.

Voting in the Estates General in the past had been
conducted according to the principle that each
estate had one vote. This time too Louig XVI was
determined to continue the sume practicer But
members of the third estate demanded that voting
now be conducted by the agsembly as a whole,
where each member would have one vote. This
was onc of the democratic principles put forward
by philosophers like Rousseau in his book, ‘The
Social Contract’. When .the king rejected this
proposal, members of the third estate walked out
of the assembly in protest.

Which saction of French soclety was forced to glve

up thelr powers after the French Revolution?

The.first and second estates vrere forced to give up

thelr powers after the French Revolutlon.

What did the members of the third estate demanded

about voting?

The members of the third estate demanded that

voting must be conducted as a whole where each

member vould have one vote.

Mentlon the divislons in French society before the

French Revolution.

The French soclety was divided Into three estates:
() First Estate: It comprised of the clergy which

vras a group of persons invested with special

(Il) Second Estate: This estate comprised of
which were the aristocrats and landlords.

(iii) Third Estate: This comprised the big
businessman. merchants. peasants, artisans.
city workers and middle class people.

Source 4

QL

Ans.

Qe

Ang,

Q8.

Ans.

Read the sowrce given below and answer the
questions that follow:

The period from 1793 to 1794 is referred (o as the
Reign of Terror. Robespierre followed a policy of
severe control and punishment. All those whom he
saw as being ‘enemies’ of the republic - ex-nobles
and clergy, members of other political parties,
even members of his own party who did not agree
with his methods — were arrested, imprisonced and
then tried by a revolutignary tribunal. If the court
found them ‘guilty’ they were guillotined. The
guillotine ig.a device consisting of two poles and
a blade with which a person is beheaded. It was
named after Dr Guillotin who invented it.

Robespierre's government issued laws placing
a maximum ceiling on wages and prices. Meat
and bread were rationed. Peasants were forced
to-transport their grain to the cities and gell it at
prices fixed by the government. The use of more
expensive white flour was forbidden; all citizens
werne required to eat the pain d'égalité (equality
bread), u loaf made of wholewheat. Equality was
also sought to be practised through forms of speech
and address. Instead of the traditional Monsieur
(Sir) and Madame (Madam) all French men and
women were henceforth Citoyen and Citoyenne
(Citizen). Churches were shut down and their
buildings converted into barracks or offices.

What do you understand by the term 'Reign of
Terror'?

The perlod from September 1793 to July 1794 Is
referred to as the ‘Relgn of Terror’. During this perlod.
Robesplerre who ruled France at that time. followed
a policy of severe control and punishment and
terrorised people vith his harsh measures.

What type of device Is guillotine?

The gulllotine Is a device consisting of two poles and

a blade with which a person Is beheaded.

Write any two changes seen In the regime of

Robespierre's government.

Two changes seen In the regime of Robesplerre's

government are:

(I) Peasants were forced to transport thelr grain

to the cities and sell it at fixed prices by the
government.

(I) Churches were also shut down and thelr
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Very Short Answer Type Questions \)

Who ascended the throne of France in 1774?
Louis XVI of the Bourbon family of kings ascended the
throne of France in 1774.

When was the Estates General last convened?

The Estates General was last convened In l@ﬁ

Who constituted the Estates General?

The representatives of all three estates constituted
the Estates General

In the 18th century French soclety, which estates
enjoyed privileges by birth?

The members of the First estate (clergy) and second
estate (nobility) enjoyed privileges by birth.

Who were glven the status of active citizens?

Men above 25 years. who paid taxes equal to at least
3 days of a labourer's wages veere given the status
of active citizens.

Name the classes which formed the privileged
estates.

The clergy and the nobllity constituted the privileged
estates.

Who belonged to the third estate?
The third estate comprised all the people of France
except the clergy (first estate) and the nobility

gsecond estate!.
8@ BOOSTER W

Clergy were a group of persons Invested With speclal
functions In the church.

Which estate of Franch soclety paid all taxes?
The Third Estate pald all'the taxes In French soclety.

Name the three ‘estates’' into which the French
soclety was divided before the revolution.

The three estates Into which the French soclety was
divided were:

The/First Estate - Clergy.

The Second Estate — Nobllity.

The Third Estate ~ Common People.

Who wrote the book, The Spirit of the Laws?’
Montesquieu vrote the book The Splrit of the Laws!

What was proposed by Montesquieu in his book
‘The Spirit of the Laws?

Montesquleu proposed the division of power between
the Leglslative, the Executive and the Judiclary In hls
book The Spirit of the Lavss!

The 18th century witnessed the emargence of
which soclal group in France?

 The 18th renttiry witneccee the emaoarcence af the
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What were the legacies of the French Reva

Ideas of Liberty. Equality and Fraternity were the
legacies of the French Revolution.

What was the main political reason of the French
Revolution?

The luxurious living of the despotic ruler and
absence of any uniform system were the main
political reason of the French Revolution.

What inspired the political thinkers in France?

The American Constltution and its guarantee of
Individual rights Inspired the poltical thinkers in
France.

Look at the following image and explain why the
artist has portrayed the nobleman as the spider

and the peasant as the fly.
|

O R T e R ¥ o
The splder feeds on the fly, whereas the fly does
hard labour for finding Its food. It means In 18th
century. France. the nobles lved off the labour of

the peasants.
Look at the following Image carefully and write the
name of character who shown in the image.

Nanine Vallain. Liberty.
This painting Is a female allegory of Uberty that Is the
female form that symbollses the Idea of freedom.

‘The elghteenth century witnessed the emergence
of soclal groups termed the middle class, who
earned their wealth through an expanding
oveareaas trade and form the manufacture of anodc’
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he role of middle class In French are:

() The rational Ideas of the French intellectuals
based on principles of freedom. equal laws and
opportunities for all. insplred the middle class.
They envisaged a soclety based on merit. not
birth

(I) The middle class provided the peasants and
viarkers the vital leadership to help bring about
change in the social and economic order.

" Short Answer Type Questions \

Q1. List the factors which contributed to the financial
crisis faced by France during the reign of Louis XVI.

Ans. The factors contributing to the financlal crisls were:

(I) French Involvement with the American wars of
independence drained the financlal resources.

(I) The burden of Interest payments on state loans
Increased the debt.

(lil) Luxurlous Uving of Louls XVI and the
maintenance of an extravagant court made
MBtLers v/orse.

(lv) The faulty system of taxation Itself was a cause
of the economic crisie. The privileged closses
who veere capable, were exempted from taxes
vhile the unprivileged classes with scarce
resources were burdened with heavy taxes.

Q 2. What was the Estates General? Which demand of
the third estate did Louis XVI reject?

Ans. The Estates General vas a political bodyte which
the three estates sent thelr representatives. The
Estates General had the power tepassproposals for
levying new taxes.

All the three estates were-gntitled to vote. but
voting was done on.the basls of the princlple that
each estate had ane vete: But now, the third estate
wanted voting to,be'done by the Assembly. as a
whole, whereby each member should possess one
vote. This demand was relected by Louls XVI.

Q 3. Discuss the role of the middle class in the French
Revolution.

Ans. Therole of the middle class Is described as under:

(I) The middle class constituted the educated and
the well-off section of the third estate. Desplte
this. they enjoyed no political rights or saclal
status.

(I) The ratlonal Ideas of the French Intellectuals
based on princlples of freedom. equal laws and
opportunities for all. inspired the middle class.
They envisaged a soclety based on merit, not
birth

(i) The middle class provided the peasants and
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The middle class drew inspiration from philosophers
such as John Locke, Jean Jacques Rousseau and
Montesquleu.
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Q4. How did storming of Bastille became the main
cause of the French Revolution?

Ans. In France. due to bad harvest. the price of bread
Increased. To worsen the situation, the bakers started
hoarding bread. In such a sltuation the women
attacked the bakeries and the king ordered the troops
Into Paris. The angry crowd stormed and destroyed
Bastille. a fortress prison. and this marked the start
of the French Revolution.

Q5. What was the significance of 'The Tennis Court
Oath'’in the French Revolution?
Ans. The Tennis Court Oath’ was a significant event in the
French Revolution.
(1) The Oathwas taken on 20th June in the hall of
an indoor court. on the grounds of Versailles.
(i) The members of the third estate declared
themeelves as a Natlonal Assembly and
sware not to disperse till they had drafted a
Constitution for France that would Umit the
povaers of the manarchy.

() The National Assembly drafted the new
Constitutionwhich lold the foundation for the
Republic of France.

Q 6. What drastic changes were brought about by the
National Assembly in 17897
Ans. The following changes were brought about by the
National Assembly In 1789:
(I) The powars of Louls XVI were to be checked by
the Constitution.

() The feudal system of obligations and taxes was
abolshed.

(I1) The membars of the clergy were forced to glve
up thelr privileges.

(iv) Tithes were abolished and lands owned by the
Church were confiscated.

Q7. Which three causes led to the subsistence crisis In
France during the old Regime?
Ang. The three causes that led to the subsistence crisls In
France are as follows:
() The population of France rose from about
23 millon In 1715 to 28 millon In 1789. With
Incomes dwindling, this ensued a struggle for
survival for the French population.
() The demand for food grains Increased leading
to an increase In thelr prices.
(I Price of bread. the staple food. rose at an
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What was Guillotine? How was it used?

Guillotine was a device consisting of two poles and
a blade with which the accused was beheaded. It
vias named after Dr Joseph Ignace Guillotin, who
Invented It

It was used In Robespierre’s government. which
followed a policy of severe control and punishment

Those who did not agree with the government
viere arrested. imprisoned. and then tried by a
revolutionary tribunal If the tribunal found them
guilty. they were guillotined.

common] ERR(DR
Students don't mention the use of guillotine and lose
thelr marks.

Q9. Who were the Jacobins? Explain about them In
points.
Ang. The followIng polints describe about Jacaoblins:

() The Jacoblns was the most famous and
Influentlal club prior to the French Revolution. It
was also called as the soclety of the friends of
the Constitution. The Jacobin club got its name
from the former convent of St. Jacob In Paris.

(II) Jacobins became an Important rallying polnt
for people who wished to discuss governmant
policies and plan their own forme of actlon.

(1) The members of the Jacobin club belonged
malnly to the less prosperous sectlon of
soclety that Included shopkeepers. artisans
such as shoe-makers, pastry caoks. vzatch-
makers, printers, servants etc. Their leader was
Maximillen Robesplerre.

Q 10. Name the most successful political club of France.
Describe any . two changes brought about by
the government set up after the fall of Jacobin
Government.

Ans. The most successful political club of France was
the Jacobin club. Thelr leader, Robesplerre. came to
powerin 1793 but because of his oppressive policles
he was gulllotined in 1794 and new government was
established which Initlated the following changes:

(i) Anew Constitution was introduced which denled
the right to vote to non-propertled sectlons of
soclety.

(if) It provided for two elected leglslative coundls.
These. then appointed a Directory. which was an
executive made up of five members. This was
meant to check concentration of power.

ge BOOSTER
The Jacobins came to be known as the sans-culottes, ]

‘@I Long Answer Type Questions \J

QL Describe the French division of society.
Ans. The French soclety was divided Into three estates:

(I) First Estate: It comprised of the church and the
clergy. They enjoyed certain privileges by birth.
They were exempted from paying taxes to the
state. They collected revenue from peasants by
lewying a tax referred to as tithes.

(if) Second Estate: In the second estate, were the
nobles and other rich members.. They were also
exempted from paying taxes. They also enjoyed
feudal privileges in the form of feudal dues
recelved from the peasants.

(iil) Third Estate: The third estate comprised of
blg businessmen, merchants, lawyers. court
officlals, peasants.artisans, small shop owners,
etc. Theywere obliged to work in the fields of
thelr landlords as well as In thelr houses and
alsa.serve In the army. They were paying all
direct taxes Uke tallle and 8 number of indirect
taxes such as taxes on articles of everyday
consumption, Uke calt or tobacco.

Q2. Whatwere the main causes of the Franch Revolution?
Ans. The maln causes of the French Revolution veere as
follows:

() Divislon of French Soclety: The French soclety
was divided Inta three estates, viz. first. second
ond third. The first two estates comprising
of clerpy and noblility. enjoyed privileges and
ware exempted from paylng taxes, while the
third estate. which mainly comprised of poor
peasants, was burdened with taxes.

(l) Depleting Resources: On his accesslon Louls
XVI found an emply treasury and a burden of
a debt of 3 bllion livres. To ensure payment
of Interest and to malntaln his extravagant
Ufestyle and the expensas of the palace. he
decided to Impose further taxes. This lead to
discontent among the third estate.

() The Struggle to Survive: The population of
France had Increased. This resulted into more
demand for food prains. So, the prices of bread
rose rapldly, which the poor could not afford to
buy. Also, there was no Increase In wages. The
middle class and the poor struggled to survive.

(lv) A Growing Middle Class: The 18th century
witnessed the emergence of soclal groups
such as middle class. who earned thelr wealth
through an expanding trade. There were other
professionals also Uke lawyers. administrative
officlals, etc. who were all educated. They
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