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Physical Features

of India

T o

( Fastracl« Revision )

> Indiaisalargelandmass formed during different geologlcal
periods which has influenced her relief. Besides geologlcal
formations, a number of processes such as weathering,
erosion and deposition have created and modified the
relief to its present farm.
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The Gondwana land Included Indla, Australla, South
Africa, South America and Antarctica as one single
1~ landmass.

> Early sclentists have trled to explain the Formation of
physical features with the help of certain theorles, the
magt important being ‘theory of plate tectonlcs',

» This theory states that, 'the crust of the Earth has been
formed out of seven major and some minor plates,’

» The movement of these plates has changed the positlon
and slze of the continents over mllllons of years and has
also Influenced the present landFarm Features of Indla.

> Plate tectonic movements have affected the Indlan
landforms In the following manner:

» The oldest landmass (the peninsula part) was o part o
the Gondwana land.

» The convectional currents split the crust
number of pleces, thus leading to the drjfelpg of t
Indo-Australlan plate after belng he

sep
Gondwana land, towards North.
» The Northward drift resulted Ingthyeollisian of this
plate with the much larger Eucasiaf pla

> Due to this collision, sedime ocks which weare
accumulated In the g line called the Tethys,
folded to form the mgun system of Western Asla
and the Himalayas DX/

» The Himalayas «uplf, oU¥ of the Tethys sea and
subsldence o
resulted Inghe for

the Teesta river demarcate the Nepal
Himalaygs and the part lying between the Teesta and
71\ the Dihang rivers Is known as Assam Himalayas.

» Gradually, the basin got filled with deposition of sediments
by the rivers that flew fram the mountalns in the North
and the peninsular plateau in the South. Thus, a Flat
land was Formed due to extenslve alluvlal deposits and
this Is referred to as the Narthern plalns of Indla.

» The physlcal Features of Indla can be grouped under the
following physiographic divisions:

> The Himalayan Mountalns: The Himalayas, geologlcally
young and structurally fold mountalns, stretch over
the Northern borders of Indla. They Form an arc, which

> The Northern Plain: The Nor

.

AN

covers a distance of about 2,400 km. Their width
varies from 400 km In Kashmlr to 150 km In Arunachal
Pradesh. The Himalayas consist of three pdrallel ranges
in its longltudinal extent which are r
Himadri, the Himachals and the Shi

formed by the interplay tRe e majar river
gystams, viz, the Gang e “@raohmaputra, and the
Indus, along with thelrtriutaries. It spreads over an

area of 7 lakh sq km. [ain 192,400 km long and 240 to
320 km broad and Is dansefppopulated and agriculturally

g and broken hills which extend from Gujarat
Delhl in a South-West to North-East direction.

rhe Peninsular Plateau: It is a tableland composed
of the old crystalline, igneous and metamaorphlc rocks.
It was formed due to breaking and drifting of the
Gondwana land, This plateau consists of two broad
divislons, viz, the Central Highlands and the Daccan
Plateau. The Western Ghats and Eastern Ghats mark
the Western and Eastern edges of the Deccan Plateau.
The Indian Desert: It lies towards the Western marglins
of the Aravali Hills. It Is an undulating sandy plaln
coverad with sand dunes. This reglan raceives vary low
rainfall below 150 mm per year. It has an arld climate
with low vegetation cover,

The Coastal Plains: The Penlinsular Plateau Is flanked
by the stretch of narrow coastal strips running along
the Bay of Bengal on the East and the Arablan Sea on
the West, comprising of the coastal plains, The Western
coast, sandwiched between the Western Ghats and the
Arablan Sea, Is a narrow plain.
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Chilika Lake Is an important feature along the
Eastern coast. It Is the largest salt water lake in
Indla and lies In the state of Odisha, to the South of
Mahanadi Delta.

» The Islands: Indla has two groups of Islands. The

Lakshadweep Islands lie close to Malabar Coast of
Kerala. This Island is composed of small coral Islands,
earlier known as Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindive.
Andaman and Nicabar Islands form an elongated chain
of Islands In Bay of Bengal. They are blgger In slze and
more numerous and scattered.
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@ Practice Exercise

9 mMultiple choice Questions \)

QL According to the “Theory of Plate Tectonics, when
some plates come towards each other, which of the
followlng Is formed?

a. Convergent boundary
b. Divergent boundary
c. Transform boundary
d. None of the above

Q2. Which of the following is a plausible theory
presented by Earth scientists to explain the
formatlon of continents, aceans and the varlous
landforms?

a. Theory of Motlon

b. Theory of Plate Tectanlics
¢ Theory of Evolution

d. Theory of Relativity

Q 3. Which of the following Is responsible for the variation
in the colour of soll in different parts of India?
a. Difference In rock formations
b. Weatharing
c Eroslon and deposlition
d. Land use

Q4. Which of the following physiographic divi
of India was formed out of accumulations In tife

Tathys geosynclina? C\

a. The Himaloyas
part of the

b. The Peninsular plateau
¢ The Narthern ploins
d. The Coastal plalns

Q6. Which contlnents of tod

Gondwana land?
a. Aslo and Africa
b. Europe and

c\Kaneghen|unga
d. pandn Devl

Q7. What are Lesser Himalayas Known as?

a. Himadri b. Purvachal
c Shivaliks d. Himachal
Q 8. Narrow valleys between Shivalik and Himachal are
known as:
a. Tarai b. Dunes
¢ Khadar d. Bhangar
Q9. Mountain peak that lies in the Karakoram range Is:
a. K2 b. Kanchenjunga
c Mt Everest d. Dhaulaglri

Q0. i are geographically young and structurally fold
mountains that stretch over the Naorthern border of

India.
a. Aravalis b. Vindhyas
c. Himalayas d. Cardamom hills

Q 1. Inwhich direction, the Himalayan mountain ranges
run from the Indus to the Brahmaputra?
a. West-East
C. East-West
Q 12. Which of the following rep
one of the most ruqg

world?
a. Hindu Kush b. Sulalman range
d. Himalayan mountains

¢. Kunlun mou
Q13 | allel ranges in their longttudinal

inad by the Himalayas?

ur parsllel ranges
-lve parallel ranges
Six parallel ranges

. @ In which divislon of the Himalayas are the famous

valleys of Kashmir, Kangra and Kullu located?
8. The Himadrl b. The Himachal
¢. The Shivalks d. Purvachal

Q16. Identify the physlographlc divislon using the
following clues:

(1) This is the outermost range of the Himalayas

with helght varying between 900 m and 1,100 m.

(il) The average width Is 10 to 50 km.

(ill) They are composed of coarse sediments
brought down by rivers from the mnin
Himalayan ranges.

a. Great Himalayas

c. Shivallk Range

b. Himachal
d. Kumaon Himalayas

Q16. The Northern plains have been formed by the
interplay of how many river systems In India?
2. Two b. Three
c. Four d. One

Q17. Which of the following parts of India Is
agriculturally a productive part of India with a rich
soll cover combined with adequate water supply
and favourable climate?
a. Northern plains b. Peninsular plateau

c. Coastal plains d. Indlan desert

Q18. The Northern plains are formed of ................ soil.

a. alluvial b. black
c. red d. laterite
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ly the picture and answer the question that
WS

Which physiographic division is belng deplicted in
the glven picture?

a. The Peninsular plateau

b. The Northern plains

c. The Coastal plains

d. None of the above

Q 20. Match the following:
Column | Column Il

1. Bhabar A Newer, younger deposlits of
flood plaine.

2. Teral B. Largest part of the Norther
plaln.

3. Bhangar C. Wet, swampy and mua,
reglon.

4. Khadar D. Lies parallel t of
the shivalkg

1 2 3 4 '

aA C B D

b C B A

c¢cC D B

dB C DA

Q 2l. Mountain radge @ Eastern part of Indla

forming u with Myanmar are collactively

called a

a. ac

b. U and

c. Puryachal

d. None of the above

Q22. Which hills lie along the undulating sandy plain
covered with sand dunes with streams appearing
only during ralny season?

a. Mizo hills b. Khasl hills
c. Aravall hills d. Jaintla hills

Q 23. Which of the following physiographic divislons of
India is supposed to be one of the most stable land
blocks geologically?

a. The Himalayas b. The Northern plains
c. The Peninsular Plateau d. The Coastal plains

Q 24. Which physiographic divisions have rising hills u..u
wide valleys?
a. The Himalayan mountains
b. The Northern plains
¢ The Peninsular plateau
d. The Coastal plains

g8 BOOSTER

The Peninsular Plateau Is a tableland composed of

the old crystalline, igneous and metamorphic rocks

that have broad and shallow valleys and rounded
/N hills.

Q 25. Which of the following la ss.includes the
Peninsular Plateau of Ind
a. Angara land

c. Gondvrana land d. Wene of these

Which of the follewing injthe Brahmaputra river is

the largest | ab%?%rina island in the world?
b. Andaman

d. None of these

Q 26.

Q27

b. Jalntla hills
d. Khas! hills

hlch two hills are located In the South-East of

Eastern Ghats?

a. Miza hllls and Patkal hills

b. Shevroy hills and Javadl hills
c. Patkal hills and Naga hills

d. Mizo hills and Naga hills

Which of the followlng Is located on the west side
of the Aravalls?
a. Northern plalns
c. Coastal plains

Q 29.

b. Peninsular plateau
d. Thar desert

Q 30. Alandmass bounded by sea on throe sides Is known
as:
a. Coast b. Uttarakhond
c. Island d. Naone of these

Q 31. The Aravali region annually receives rainfall:
a. below 150 mm b. below 125 mm

c above 150 m d. below 120 mm

Q 32. Which of the following river is found In desert
reglon of India?
a. Narmada b. Tapti
c Luni d. Kaverl

g-TiP:
Revise thoroughly the flow of varlous rivers across

different reglons of Indla.

Q 33. Which type of climate the Aravali region has?
a. Temperate climate b. Arid climate
c Troplcal climate d. Mediterranean cUmate

1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

L L o s s o



ead the following statements carefully and
100se the correct option:
tatement (l): The Northern plains are generally
described as flat land with no variations in its relief.
Statement (I1): According to the varlations in rellef
features, the Northern plains can be divided into
four regions,
a. Statement (1) Is carrect and (ll) Is Incorrect.
b. Statement (1) is incorrect and (Il) Is correct.
C Both Statements are Incanrect.
d. Both Statements are carrect.

Q35. Read the following statements carefully and

choose the correct option!

Statament (1): The Himalayas form an arc, which
covers a distance of about 2400 km.

Statement (I1): The width varies from 200 km in
Kashmir to 50 km in Arunachal Pradesh.

a. Statement (I) is correct and (Il) Is Incorrect.

b. Statement (I) Is Incarrect and (ll) I8 correct.

c. Both Statements are incorrect.

d. Both Statements are canect.

Q36. Read the following statements carefully and

choose the correct option:

plains deserts, plateaus and islands.

Statament (ll): The land of Indla dis oat
physical variation.

a. Statement (1) s corroct and (I
b. Statement (I) Is Incorrect

c. Both Statements are Incorrect.
d. Both Statements ar;

<) Assertion

Directlons (Q,Nos. 37~
below, there are

rect.

ON Type Questions \)

he following questions glven

atefents marked as Assertlon (A) and

Reason (R). Redd the statements and choose the correct option:

a. Bot Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true

WEason (R) Is the correct explanation of

ss@rtion (A).

b. B6th Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertlon (A).

c. Assertion (A) Is true. but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertion (A) Is false. but Reason (R) s true.

Assertion (A): The Island groups have a great

diversity of flora and fauna.

Reason (R): These Island lle close to the equator

and have a thick forest cover.

Assertlon (A): India has practically all major

physical features of the earth le., mountains,

plains, deserts, plateaus and Islands.

Q7.

Q 38.

_ s m—e—e—-——————r——_—-—-r—_-r-:G—--_-Gr-:r-_-—-—|,:r-r-—rGr—-—:-—-r-—-rr-—-—-—r—-:—r-.-_,,-—-—----—-—--— "7

S

Statament (1): Our country has practically all m
Physical features of the earth /e, mou ’

Reason (R): The land of India displays yicad
physical variation.

Assertion (A): The part of the Northern plains Is
formed of older alluvium known as Bhangar.
Reason (R): It lies above the flood plains of the
rivers and presents a terrace like feature.
Assertion (A): The Himalayas play an important
role in the economic and cultural development of
India.

Reason (R): The Himalayas are known for thelr
scenlc beauty and are visited by taurlsts all over
the world bringing much nee n currency

into the country.

Assertion (A): The Peni seau Is ane of the
oldest landmasses k ;

Reason (R): It Is gepatatedfrom the coastal plains

by Eastern an
Assertion

Q 39.

Q 40.

Q4L

hats.

ster
astal plains are the narrow

Q42.

strips

lalis running along with coasts of

)Y They are formed by the alluvlal soll
ited by the Himalayan rivers.

rtion (A): The Indian desert Is an undulating
dy plain covered with sand dunes.

Chambal, the Sind, the Betwa and the Ken.

’| Answers ', *
L@ 2@ 3@ 4@ 5 (d
6.(d 7(d) 8 (b) 9 (3 10 (c)
M 12.(d 13 () 14 (b) 15 (c)
16. (b) 17. (a) 18. (@) 19. (b) 20. (b)
2. (c) 22. (c) 23.(c) 24.(c) 25. (¢
26. (8) 27 (c) 28.(b) 29.(d) 30. (d)
31. () 32. (c) 33 (b) 34 (b) 38 (a)
36. (d) 37. (o) 38.(b) 39. (b) 40. (a)
41 (b) 42. (c) 43. ()

-¢) Source Based Questions N

Source 1
Read the sowrce given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate option:

The Himalayas, geologically young and
structurally fold mountains stretch over the
Northern borders of Indin. These mountain
ranges run in a West-East direction from the
Indus to the Brahmaputra. The Himalayas
represent the lofticst and onc of the most
rugged mountain barriers of the world. They

form an arc, which covers a distance of about
2,400 km. Their width varies from 400 km in
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QL

Q2.

Q3.

ihmir to 150 km in Arunachal Pradesh. The

udinal variations are greater in the eastern

“than those in the western half. The Himalaya
consists of three parallel ranges in its longitudinal
extent. A number of valleys lie between these
ranges. The northern most range is known as
the Great or Inner Himalayas or the ‘Himadri'.
[t 1s the most continuous range consisting of
the loftiest peaks with an average height of
6,000 metres. It contains all the prominent
Himalayan peaks.

What Is the distance covered by an arc formed by

Himalayan mountalns?

a. 2.200 km b. 2300 km

c. 2400 km d. 2.500 km

What type of altitudinal variations are seen In the

Eastern and Western half of Himalayas?

a. Same In Eastern and Western half

b. Greater In Eastern half than those In the Western
half

c. Smaller In Eastorn holf than those In the Westarn
half

d. No altitudinal variations are seen

How many parallel ranges are found In Himalayas

in its longitudinal extent?

a. Two b. Three
c. Four d. One
Q4. Which of the following Is the Narthern-maost rn
of Himalayas?
a. Himadrl b. Himachal
c. Shivalk Range d. Enstern e
Q5. What is the average helght of the s of
Inner Himalayas?
a. 4,000 metres b. e
c. 6.000 metres 7.000 metres
Q6. What Is the varlatiop~in h of Himalayan
mountains?
a. 300 km In Ir 50 km In Arunachal
Pradesh
b. 400 r to 150 km In Arunachal
Pradegh
c. 400 In JKashmir to 200 km In Arunachal
ades
d 4 In Kashmir to 150 km In Arunachal
Pragesh
iI Answers |' @
1. (0 2 (b) 3.(b) 4 (a) 5.(c) 6.(b)
Source 2

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow:

The Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats mark
the Western and the Eastern edges of the Deccan
Plateau respectively. Western Ghats lie parallel to
the Western coast. They are continuous and can

Qe

Ang.

Q3.

Ang.

QlL

Ans.

Qz

Ans,

Q3.

Ans,

be crossed through passes only. Locate the Thau,
Bhor and Pal Ghats in the Physical map of India.

The Western Ghats are higher than the Eastern
Ghats. Their average elevation is 900-1,600
metres as against 600 metres of the Eastern
Ghats. The Eastern Ghats stretch from the
Mahanadi Valley to the Nilgiris in the South. The
Eastern Ghats are digcontinuous and irregular
and digsected by rivers draining into the Bay of
Bengal. The Western Ghats cause orographic
rain by facing the rain bearing molst winds to
risc along the Western slopes ts. The
cal names.
progressively

The height of the Westgrn
increases from North % 1e highest peaks
include the Anai i (2,695 metres) and the

Doda Betta (2,6 ctre®). Mahendragiri (1,501
metres) i$ the high€st peak in the Enstern Ghats.

he Javadi Hills are located

he Eastern Ghats or the Western Ghats?

e average helght of the Western Ghats Is 900 to
1,600 m, whereas the average helght of the Eastern
Ghats Is anly about 600 m. Thus. the Western Ghats

are highar.

Glve the difference between the Eastern Ghats and
Western Ghats on the basis of thelr locatlon.

The Eastern Ghats Ue parallel to the Enstorn coast
along the Boy of Bangal On the other hand. the
Western Ghots Ue parallel to the Western coast
along the Arablan Sea.

What Is the stretch of Eastern Ghats?
The Eastern Ghats stretch fram the Mahanadl valley
to the Nilgiris in the South.

Very Short Answer type Questions N

What does the theory of Plate Tectonlc states?

The theory of Plate Tectonlc states that the crust of
the earth has been formed out of seven malor and
some minor plates.

What do you know about the Gondwana land?
Gondwana land Is the southern part of the anclent
super contingnt Pangea with Angara land in the

Narthern part

Nama the continents and the countrigs which made
up the Gondwana land.

The Gondwana land included Indla, Australla, South
Africa. South America and Antarctica as one single
landmass.
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Q5.

Ans,

Qé.

Ans,

Q7.

Ans.

Qe.

Ans,

Q9.

Q10.

Ans.

QL.

Ans,

Ql2.

Ans.

Q1l3.

Ans.

Q.

Ans.

iow did a large basin in India form?

he Himalayan uplift out of the Tethys sea and
subsldence on the Northern flank of the peninsular

plateau resulted In the formation of a large basin.

Which range of Himalayas Is the most continuous
range?

The Northernmost range which Is also known as
Himadri or Inner Himalayas. is the most continuous

range of Himalaya.

Name the three prominent sub-ranges of the
Himachal Himalayas.

The sub-ranges are named as Pir Panjal. Dhoula Dhar
and Mahabharat.

What is the variation in helght in the Shivalik
mountain range?

The helght of the Shivalk mountaln range varles
from 900 to 1100 m.

What are Shivalik ranges made of?

Shivallk ranges are composed of unconsoUdated
sediments brought down by rivers fram the maln
Himalayan ranges.

Which is the highest peak In the Eastern Ghats and
what Is its height?

peak in the Eastern Ghats.

Name the hills that lie at the Junction of We
and Eastern Ghats.
The Nilglri hills In Tamil Nadu Ue Ju n of

Eastern and Western Ghats.

Mahendraglrl at a helght of 1.501 m Is the hig tO
ste

Name the highest peak whi tern Ghats
and what Is its height?
Anal Mudi Is tho higl

helght Is 2.695 m,

in Western Ghata. Its

I
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A large number of peninsular rivers are

seasonal, as their flow depends on ralnfall
(I These rlvers have shorter and shallower
COUrSEs.

Which part of the plateau contains black soll of
volcanic orlgin?

The Western part of plateau known as the Deccan
trap contalns black soll of volcanic origin.

Which part of the Eastern coastal plain is known as
Northern Circar?

The Northern part of the Eastern coastal plain is
known as Northern Circar.

Q15. What is the Southern part of the Western coastal
plains known as?

Ans. The Southern part of the Western coastal plains Is
knov/n as Malabar (maostly In Kerala).

Q16. Which coastal part is called as Konkan?

Ans. The Northern part of the coast is known as Konkan.

Q17. Where do the Lakshadweep islands lie?

Ans. The Lakshadweep islands lie close to the Malabar
coast of Kerala.

Q 18. Where are the Aravali hills locate

Ans. The Aravali hills lie on the and North-
Western margins of the pe

Q19. What are Corals?

Ans. Coral polyps are sh oscoplc arganisms
which live In colo n shaltdw. mud free and warm
water.

Q 20. What are Atoll

" lalor harse shoe shaped coral reefs.

two featuras.
Ang. Above plcture shows the coastal plains.
Featuras of coastal plaing In Indla ara:
() In the Northern part. It Is called Northern Clrcar,
while the Southern part Is known as Coromandal

Coasts.
() The plains along the Bay of Bengal are wide and
level

“@1 Short Answer Type Questions AV

QL1 Explain the plate movements.
OR
Explain the types of tectonic plate movements
responsible for the formation of rellef features.
Ans. There are baslcally three types of movements of
plates:

(i) Divergent Movements: When the plates move
away from each other. the movement (8 known
as divergent movement.

(i) Convergent Movements: When the plates come
towards each other, the movement Is known as
convergent mavement
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Q2.

Ans.

Q3.

Ans.

Transformation Fault Boundary: When the
plates slide past each other, scraping and
deforming as they pass. the movement Is
known as transfarmatlon fault boundary.

Why does India have great physical variations?
OR

Which factors have modified the rellef features of
India?

Indla has practically all major physical features
such as the mountalns, plains, plateaus, desert and
Islands. It Is because of the following reasons:

(I) Processes such as weathering. erosion and
depaosition have created and modified the relief
to Its present form.

(I) The tectonlc movement of plates Is also
responslble for physical variationg In India.

Write a short note on Purvachal or Eastern
Himalayas.

Beyond the Dlhang gorge. the Himalayas bend
sharply to the South and spread along the Eastern
boundary of Indla. They are known as the Purvachal
or the Eastern mountalns.

Covered with dense forests, they mostly run as
parallel ranges and valleys and are composed of
strong sondstones. The Purvachal comprises of t
Patkal hills, the Naga hills, the Manlpur hills and th
MIzo hills.

COMMON ERR@R e
Students do not mention the feat stern
Himalayas properly and do not writ of hills
comprised In It. &

Q4.

Ans.

Q6.

Ans.

Name the three para
and state one typl

nges of the Himalayas
teristic of each.

Which are t
Describe
The thr
follQuws:

(1 adri: The Himadri is the loftiest of all
the Himalayan ranges. All the high peaks belong
to this range.

(i) The Himachal: All the Important hill stations
such as Dalhousle, Dharamshala and Shimla
belong to this range.

(M) The Shivallks: These are made up of
unconsoldated river deposits and are prone to
earthquakes and landslides.

I n rangas of the Himalayas?
fly.
parallet ranges of the Himalayas are as

Classify Northern plains according to locatlon.
The Northern plalns are broadly divided Into the
following sectlons according to its location:

(1) Punjab Plaing: The Western part of the Northern
plains is referred to as the Punjab plains. They
are formed by the Indus and its tributaries. The
larger part of this plain Ues In Pakistan. This
section Is dominated by doobs.

(i) Ganga Plains: The Ganga plains extends
between the Ghaggar and the Teesta river. They
are spread over the states of Haryana, Delhi, UP,
Bihar and partly Jharkhand and West Bengal To
the East of Ganga plains. especlally In Assam,
Les the Brahmaputra plain.

Q 6. Glve the differences between th peaks

and the Peninsular peaks.
eaks and the

Ans. Difference between the H
Peninsular peaks are: 7

S.No.| Basls of The Hiiatayan The Peninsular
Difference caks Peaks
() | Locatlon 50 ocated These are located

n thelimrlayan in the Penlnsular

/\ unfains of the | Plateau reglon.
arth.
Thelr helght Is Thelr helght does
above 6.000 not exceed 3,000
metres from the metres from tho
s0a level. o lovel

) [ Snowfall | They are always

snow-covered.

They navar
axperlence snow
fall

Mt Everest (8.848 m) |Anal Mudl(2.995 m)
Is the highest peak [Is the highest peak
of the world and |of the Penlnsular
that of the Hima- |peoks.

Loyas.

(v) | Highest
Peak

Q7. Why are Northern plains agriculturally fertile?
Ans. Narthern plains are agriculturally fertile due to the
followlng reasans:

(1) They have a rich soll cover.

(1) They have adequate water supply.

(I They have a favourable climate.
Q 8. State any three features of Western Ghats.
Ans. The following are the features of Western Ghats:

(I) The Western Ghats Ue parallel to the Western
coast. They are continuous and can be crossed
through passes only.

(II) The average helght of the Western Ghats Is 900
to 1.600 metres.

(i) The height of the Western Ghats progressively
Increases from North to South.

Knowledge BOOSTER

The Western Ghats cause arographic rain by facing
}, { the rain-bearing winds.
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Name the three sections of the Western coast.

Nestern coast consists of three sections vshich are

15 follows:

(i) The Northern part of the coast is called the
Konkan (Mumbal-Goa).

(i) The central stretch is called the Kannad plain.

() The Southern stretch Is referred to as the
Malabar coast

-§) Long AnSWer Type Questions N

Ql. How has plate tectonlcs affected the Indian

landforms?

Ans. Plate tectonics has affected the Indlan landfarms in

the following manner:

() The oldest landmass (the peninsula part) was a
part of the Gondwana land. The Gondwana Land
Included Indla. Australla, South Africa. South
Amerlca and Antarctica as one single landmass.

(II) The convectional currents split the Gondwana
land Into a number of pleces. thus leading to the
drifting of the Indo-Australlan plate after being
separated from the Gondwana land. towards
North.

(I} The Northward drift resulted In the collislon

of this plate with the much larger Euraslan
plate. ‘ )
(lv) Due to this collslon, sedimentary rocks whi

were accumulated In the geosyncline calledie
Tethys, folded to form the mountalprystem

Western Aska and Himalaya. \Q Qs
(v) The Himalayas upUFft out of t hys'eta and

by the rivers that

deposlition aof s
flew from the ntalns In the North and the
peninsular glat®@du Inthe South. leading to the
D of Marthtrn plolns.
h

malayas were formed.

subsidence of Narthern flarfk ofthe peninsular
plateau resulted In the oyoh of a large
basin. Gradually, thg- dires got filled w/ith

land.$his lapd Included Indla. Australla. Africa. South

rlicd”and Antarctica as one single landmass.

reXwngs a larger Euraslan Plate in the North. In
belxveen the Gondwana land and the Eurasion Plate
there was a narrow, elongated trough called the
Tethys Sea. It was filled with sedimentary rocks.
The convectional currents spUt the Gandwana land
Into a number of pleces. The Indo-Australlan plate
after separating from the Gondwana land drifted
towards North. As a result both the North and
Southern plates collided. Due to this collision. the

Q3.

Ans.

Q4.

Ans.

T T T

Describe any five characteristics of the wicad
Himalayas.

The Northern most range of the Himalayas s called
the Inner Himalayas or Great Himalayas or the

Himadrl. They exhibit the following characteristics:

(I) They are the most cantinuous range, consisting
of some aof the loftiest peaks ke Mt Everest,
Kanchenjunpa, etc.

(If) Thelr average helght Is 6.000 metres.

(lf) The core of the Inner Himalayas Is made up of

granite.
(lv) The folds of the In

asymmetrical

(v) They are permanent adrwith snow and
ice. Many rivers come down from
this range.

Describe how th alayas have been divided on
the basis of r s from West to East.
e divided Into four sectlons In the

LI
nown as Punjab Himalayas.
maoon Himalayas: The part of the Himolayas
lylng between the Sutle] and the Kal river Is
known ag Kumaan Himalayas.
(i) Nepal Himalayas: The Kall and the Teesta river
domarcate the Nepal Himalaya,

betwaen the Teesta and the Dihang rivor.

Differentiate between the Himadrl Himalayas and
the Himachal Himalayas.

as6 was a part of the Gondwana

sedimentary rocks. accumulated In the geosynclines
of the Tethys. got folded and uplifted. The uplifted
folds In course of time assumed the stature of the
Himalayas and the West Aslan mountaln system.

Ans. Difference between the Himadrl Himaoloyas ond the
Himachal Himalayas are:

S.No. Boslo of The Himadrl The Himachal
Differance Himolayas Himalayas

() |Ronge The Himadrl The Himachal
Himalayas are Himalayas are
the Innermost the middle range.
range.

(1) | Helght They have lofty | The average
peaks, with an helght varies
average helght from 3.700 to
of 6.000 4,500 metres.
(PiEREes:

() | Snowfall | This range Is This range
always snow experlences
bound. occasional

soawall

(lv) | Glaclers Slachin and They are

and rocks | Baltoro are some | composed of
of the glaclers In | compressed
this range. and altered
rocks,
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rtant | Nanga Parbat. s Ralssh. (lv) Its North-East extenslon Is locally known as
I ntain | Nanda Devi. Indrasan. Deo Meghalaya. Karbi-Anglong plateau and the l
I - Kanchenjunga., Tibba, etc., North Cachar Hills. It is separated by a fault l
Namcha Barwa. | are Important from the Chotanagpur plateau.
I Mount Everest mountain peaks (v) Three prominent hill ranges from the West to |
I (in Nepal/Tibet) of these ranges. the East are the Garo, Khasl and Jalntla Hills. |
are Imporant Q9. Contrast the relief of the Himalayan region with
mountain peaks of ;
I i i that of the Peninsular plateau region. |
e,
- — Ans. Difference between the Himalayan reglon and the
I Q 6. Give the main characteristics of the Northern plains Peninsular plateau reglon are: & |
I of Indla. |
Ans. Characterlstics of the Northern plalns of Indla areas g o, | B2Si8Of | The Hlmialaqan "5"':3"
follows: Difference Reglon u Reglon
I (I) Northern plains have been formed by the three () |Landformse | It conslgt ongléta of l
I maljor river systams, viz, the Indus, the Ganpa broad and_ |
I and the Brahmaputra and their tributaries. shallow valleys l
(Il) They are one of the most fertile plains In the sad-raunded
I vrarld, spreading over an area of 7 lakh sq kms. m“""—"‘" |
(iii) Northern plains peaks are the most densely e
I populated reglon of Indla. (I) | Structur e Himalayan | The Peninsular |
(iv) These plaing contaln rich alluvlal soll cover. Mountains plateau Is
I They have an adeguate weater supply and comprise the. rupped. |
I favourable cUmate for crop cultivation and are retest and dissected a6t l
the granaries af Indla. e e
. o the highest is @ remnant
I (v) These plaina hove many rivarine features suchA ST SUSRGE |
as alluvlal fans. flood plains, bars. buffs, atc. —_ L
I rangos of the tha preat old |
(vl) Many anclent and large clties ara locadad In
these plains. world, ahdimnye
I 7. H d tagorise the Nort called the. |
I Q7. How would you catagorise the Nor on Gondwana land. |
the basis of rellef?  ~ SNo | e ==
I Angs. On the basls of rollef, the Na @ con be (i) | Rivers Perannlal In the absenco l
divided in the followlng ma riverg originate | of snow-capped
I (1) Bhabar: It is a narro red with pebbles, from the maountain |
the Shivalks from the snow-capped ranges. the rivers
I pesta. This belt Is about mountalin ariginating in l
I ranges. this region are |
(I) Terai: Igs It hos a thick forest S——
I seasonol |
(i) Khadag; compased of new alluvium. It Is —
I Wln the lower levels In tha plains near the (iv) | Location It Is located at It Is located |
I riersClt s very fertile. the edge of the | at the edge of |
(lv) BRangar: It Is composed of old alluvium. It Is Indo-Gangetic Deccan plateau.
I formed higher up In the plains at river terraces. plain. |
It is less fertile as campared to khadar.
Hill Stations | There No well-k
I Q 8. Mentlon the features of the Deccan Plateau. v) aron eredre many | 29 WeL SNOW l
famous hill hill statlon Is
I Ans. Features of the Deccan Plateau are as follows: ‘_-nf:l[iOﬂBfDUl'ld n Foumndﬂrnlhe l
(I) The Deccan Plateau is a trlangular landmass
I that lles to the South of the river Narmada. the Himalayan | Peninsular |
() The Satpura range flanks its broad base In the region. For plateau.
I North while the Mahadev. the Kaimur hills and example, Shimla. |
the Malkal range form its Eastward extension. Mussoarie.
I (1) It s higher In the West and slopes gently Dareeling, etc. l
I Eastwards. |
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lifferentiate between the Western Ghats and the
astern Ghats.
ifference between the Western Ghats and the

Eastern Ghats are:

_ s m—e—e—-——————r——_—-—-r—_-r-:G—--_-Gr-:r-_-—-—|,:r-r-—rGr—-—:-—-r-—-rr-—-—-—r—-:—r-.-_,,-—-—----—-—--— "7

&N Basls of The Western The Eastern
% | Difference Ghats Ghats
(i) | Location These are located | These are located
on the Western on the Eastern
side of the slde of the
Peninsular Peninsular
plateau. plateau.
(if) | Structure | These are regular | These are
and continuous discontinuous and
and can be Irregular and
crossed dissected by rivers
through posses dralning Into the
only. Bay of Benpal.
(ill) | Coastal They Ue parallel | They Ue
region to tho Malabar parallel to the
Co0st. Coramandel
Const.

(Iv) | Helght
(v) | Highest
peaks

T T e

They are They have a
comparatively comparativety
higher in lower elevation.
elevation. Their Their average

average elevation

elevationis 600

is 900-1.600

metres

melkres.

The highest
peaks In
the Western

The highest

Ghats are

the Anai
Mudi

the Do

oy

GTi;

[ bases.

Yy

ce benwveen the two In tabular format
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