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What is Democracy?
Why Democracy?

C Fastracl« Revision )

» Democracy Is a form of government In which the rulers
are elected by the people. According to Abraham Lincoln,
‘Democracy is government of the people, by the people
and for the peaple.’

» In a democracy, the final decislon-making power must rest
with those elected by the people. If in a country there Is
a formally elected Parliament and government but the
real decision-making power lies with those who are not
elected, then it Is not a democracy. This Is observed In
dictatorships and monarchles, Poklistan also witnessed
such a sltuation in 2002.

wiedge BOOSTER

In August 2002, a ‘Legal Framework Order' that

amended the Constitution of Pakistan, was Issued by

X\ General Musharraf. On Its basls, the President could
< dismiss the national or provinclal assemblies.

» In Pakistan, General Pervez Musharraf led a military coup
in October 1999. He overthrew a democratically eléc

governmant and declored himself the ‘Chlef Exegutive’
the country. %
» Later, he chonged his deslgnation to Presid v@v 002,
he held a referendum In the country %a d him a
five-year extenslon. Elections were held a passing thls
law, but the final decision rested ieymilitary officers

and General MusharraF himsel
» Ademocracy must also be bage ee and falr elections

where those currently 0 ave a fair chance of
losing. The elections n@? er a real cholce between
political alternatives it should be posslble for people
to use this cholce to % the existing rulers. This can be
better undaerstood by the way electlons are held In China
and Mexlco.

» Onlythose who are members of the Chinese Communist
Party or elght smaller partles allled to It are allowed to
contest electlions in China.

» In Mexico, people seem to have cholce, but In practice,
this was not true. There was no way the rullng party
could be defeated, even If the people were against It.

The ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) used
many dirty tricks to win elections.

wiedge BOOSTER

Estonia has made its citizenshlp rules In such a way
that people belonging to Russian minority find it
difficult to get the right to vote.

N

» In a democracy, each adult cltizen must have one vote and
each vote must have one value. Democracy is based on the
fundamental principle of political equality and It has been
adopted by a number of countrles byt in some countries,
thls principle Is not Followed. .

» A democratic government@ ithin limits set by
constltutional laws an ’fm\ﬂ rights. It should allow
sufficlent room for VQD itlcal activity In the period
before electlons. 8 democratic government should

ensure that the=basit rights of It's cltizens are protected

with the h nd@pvendentjudiciary. This was not the
24

attained independence from White minority

1980. SInce then, the country has been ruled by

- F, the party that led the freedom struggle. The

packy leader, Robert Mugabe, hag bean the Presldent of
the country since Independence.
Elections have been held regularly and always won by
ZANU-PF, Presldent Mugabe was popular but also used
unfair practices in elections. Over the years, Mugabe's
Government changed the Constitution several times to
increase the powers of the President and make him less
accountable.

» The following arguments are given In favour of democracy:
» A democratlc government Is a better government

because It Is a more accountable form of government.
» It improves the quality of declsion-making.
» It provides a method to deal with differoances and
conflicts.
» A democracy Is better than any other form of
government In responding to the needs of the people.
» It offers better chances of good declsion, It respects
people's own wishes and allows different types of
people to live together.
» However, democracy Is criticised on the following grounds:
» Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to
instability.

» Democracy is all about political competition and power
play. There Is no scope For morallty.

» Many people have to be consulted in a democracy and
it leads to delays in declslon-making.

» Democracy leads to corruption for it is based on
electoral competition.

L . 4
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& Practice Exercise

Multlple Choice Questions N)

Democracy is a form of government in which the
rulers are elected by:
a. rich people

C the king

b. royal famllles
d. the people

Q2. When did General Pervez Musharraf lead a military
coup in Pakistan?
a. In October, 1990

¢ In October, 1989

b. In October. 1985
d. In October, 1999

Q3.

In which year, General Pervez Musharraf held a
referendum which granted him five years extension
as a President?

a. 2004 b. 2003

c. 2000 d. 2002

Q4. Which country become Indepandent In 19307
a. Saudl Arabla b. Mexico
c. Fiji d. China
Q5. In which country women do not have the right to
vote?
0. Estanla b. Saudl Arabla

c Fii d. Mexico

Q6.
in hands of those who are:
0. nominated by the government

b. elected by the people .
d

c authorised by the Presldent t
d. authorised by the Prime Midigter to’do so

After which rogular Inte electlons are held in

China for electing theountry's Parllament?

a. 6years b 4y . Byears d. 7 years
Since, its Indépendence in ... , Mexico holds
elections a vary six years to elect Its President.
a. 1930 , 1928 c. 1935 d. 1947

Why democracy Is better than other forms of

government?

a. It helps In taking right declsions at right time

b. It allows us to corract our own mistakes

c It guarantees that mistakes cannot be made In
democracy

d. None of the above

Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

Q10. A democratic government |s better than a
non-democratic government because:

a. It may and can respond to the people's needs

b. it fulfil all the wishes of people

c itls a more accountable form of government

d. None of the above

In a democracy, the final declslon-making pow&

Q1L In which country did the worst-recorded famine in
the world history take place?
a. China b. Indla
c. Pakistan d. Zimbabwe
Q12. In which period did China face one of the worst
famines that have occurred in the world?
a. 1948-51
b. 1958-61
¢. 1968-7
d. 1978-81
Q13. Which of the followir always forms the
government in Ch ’
a. Communig m '
b. Morist Pa
c. China g Party

d. ocratic League

Q4. Id?me incorrect statement(s).
In China, electlons are regularly held after every

Q five-years for electing the country Parliament.

b. In China, the government s always formed by the
Chinese Communist Party.

¢. In Mexico. untl 2000, every electlon was waon
by PRI

d. None of the above

Q15. Which organ of the government Is required to
protect the rights of the citizens?

a. Executlve

b. Independent |udiclary

¢. Leglslature

d. Army

Q16. Which one of the following Is considered as an
accountable form of government?

a. Autocratic government

b. Dictator government

¢. Democratic government

d. Miltary government

ledge BOOSTER

A demaocracy requires that the rulers have to attend
to the needs of the people so, It Is @ more accountable
form of government.

/TN

Q17. The most common form that democracy takes In
our time is that of:
a. unlimited democracy
b. representative democracy
. direct democracy
d. Nane of the abave
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Q18. Which of the following features of democracy
/are responsible to Iimprove the quality of
ecision-making?

. Democracy Is based on consultation and

discussion.
. Democratic decisions alvays involve many
persons.
c. Declslons are taken after discussions and
meetings.

d. All of the above

Which of these is an example of perfect democracy?
a. USA b. France

c. Indla d. None of these

Identify the correct pair.

Q19.

Q 20.

Column i
A. Mbhatma Gandhl

Column |

1. Democracy ]
government of the
people. by the people
and for the people.

2. General Pervez

Musharraf

B. He led a military coup
In October 2002 In
Paklstan.

C. Women had the right
to vote.

3. Saudl Arabla

4. Robert Mugabe D. He was the leader of

the party. ZANU-PF.
a 1-A b. 2-B c. 3-C d.

H-
The principle that can bo appliad to nny@%

e &
/\Q)

d. None of the above
applicable to:
. political rights only

The principle of de
a. right of speech {nlv
c. any sphere d. right to life only

fe
Which one ofhﬂowlng is not followed in a
democratic form of government?
a. Dignlty of cltizens
b. Assurance of polltical rights to the cltizens

QalL

b. 'one person. one vote’
c. democracy

Q2z.

Q23.

c. Restriction on freedom of speech and expression
d. Consultation In declslon-making

Q24. Identify the incorrect statement about diroct

democracy.

a. The will of the state Is expressed directly through
the people themselves.

b. The representatives make laws on behalf of the
people.

c. Itls not really suitable for modern national state.

d. It can function only In very small countries.

Q25.

Q 26.

Q27

Qas.

Q29.

Q 30.

Q3L

N
O

Which body in Indian political system is an exan l

of direct democracy?
a. Municipal Corporation b. Panchayat Samiti

¢ Gram Sabha d. Legislative Assembly

Which form of government requires all citizens to
take part in politics?

a. Monarchy b. Dictatorship

c. One-party government d. Democracy

Who is the ruler of Zimbabwe since independence?
a. Pinochet b. Pervez Mugharraf

c. Robert Mugabe d. Allende

In 1980, Zimbabwe attained independence from:
a. White malority rule b.<White minority rule
c Americans itlsh rule

The drawback(s) of d@n Is/are:

a. Instability and

b. polticians P@@’nnng themselves
c corruptio

d. All m%

cture and answer the question that

What nelghbouring country of India can the above
cartoon be rolated to?
a. Paldstan

c. Bhutan

b. Nepal

d. Bangladesh

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct optlon:

Statement (l): Democracy Is a form of governmant
in which the power Is vested in a few Individuals.
Statement (I1): Democracy is a form of government
in which the power Is vested In the hands of the
people.

a. Statement (1) is correct and (ll) Is Incorrect.

b. Statement (I) Is Incorrect and (ll) Is correct.

c Both statements are Incarrect

d. Both statements are correct.
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naz,

Q33.

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (l): Democracy is not just about
government of the people but also about
government for the people.

Statement (ll): Democracy ensures that the
government is responsive to the needs and
aspirations of the people.

a. Statement (I) is correct and (ll) is incorrect.

b. Statement (I) Is Incorrect and (ll) Is correct

c Both statements are incorrect

d. Both statements are correct

Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:

Statement (l): Democracy is a western concept that
cannot be applied in non-western societies.
Statement (IlI): Democracy is based on universal
values such as freedom, equality and justice that
are applicable to all societies.

a. Statement (I) is correct and (Il) Is incorrect.

b. Statement (I) Is Incorrect and (Il) Is correct.

c Both statements are Incorrect.

d. Both statements are correct.

”, Assertion & Reason Type Questions N

Directions (Q,Nos. 34-38): In the following questions given
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A)

Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct pptlo
. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are %nd
s

Q 34.

Q 35.
qQ 36.
Q47.

Q 88.

Reason (R) Is the correct explanatia on
(A). :

b. Both Assertion (A) and Reas rg’true, but
Reason (R) Is not the carre planation of

Assartion (A).
c. Assertion (A) Is true, | ({%nsp ) Is false.
d. Assertlon (A) s fa ason (R) Is true.
Assertion (A): A &ﬂ@ government Is a better
government because It1s a more accountable form

of government.

Reason (g‘}?hyy people have to be consulted
in a demogracy and it leads to delays in
declslon-making.

Assertion (A): There Is a lesser possibility of famine
in a democratic country.

Reason (R): People are free to believe in and
practise any religlon.

Assertion (A): Democracy provides a method to
deal with differences and conflicts.

Reason (R): Democracy provides the citizens a right
to follow any religion.

Assertion (A): Leaders keep changing In a
democracy.

Reason (R): Elected leaders do not know the best
interest of the people.

Assertion (A): Democracy Improves the quality of
decislon-making.

Reason (R): Democracy is based on consultauuu,
and discussion.

. ', Answers ', *

1.(d 2 () 3.(d) 4 (b) 5. (b)
6.(b) 7() 8 (@ 9 (b) 10. (¢
M@ 12() 13 () 14 (d 15 (b
16.(c) 17.(b) 18.(d) 19.(d) 20. (d)

21. () 22.(c) 23.(c) 24. (b) 25. (c)

26.(d) 27.(c) 28.(b) 29.(d 30. (a)

3. (b) 32.(d) 33.(b) 34. (b) 35 (b)

36. (3) 37.(c) 38 (a)

-§) Source Based Questions N

Source 1 E"
Read the sowce ‘given below and answer the

questions th " by choosing the most
appropriale©ption.””

In Chmn

ions are regularly held after every
r electing the country’s Parlinment,
Quunguo Renmin Daibino Duhui (National
le’S Congress). The National People’s
gresa has the power to appoint the President of
¢ country. It hus nearly 3,000 members clected
O from all over Chinn. Some members are elected by
/ the army. Before contesting elections, a candidate
needs the approval of the Chincse Communist
Party. Only those who are members of the Chinese
Communist Party or eight smaller parties allied
to it were allowed to contest elections held in
2002-03. The government is always formed by the
Communist Party.
Since its independence in 1930, Mexico holds
clections after every six-years to elect its President.
The country has never been under a military or
dictator's rule. But unul 2000 every election
wis won by a parly called PRI (Institutional
Revolutionary  Party). Opposition parties  did
contest elections, but never managed to win. The
PRI was known (o use many dirty tricks to win
clections.
Q1. Name the Parllamaent of China for which elactions
are held after every five-years.
a. Quanguo Renmin Dalblao Dahul
b. Natlonal People's Congress
¢. Both a.and b.
d. Chinese Communist Party
Q2. How many members are clected from all over China
to National People'’s Congress?
a. 2.000 b. 3.000 c. 4000 d. 5.000
Q 3. Which partyalways form the government in China?
a. China Zhl Gong Party
b. Chinese Communist Party
¢. China Demaocratic League
d. Workers' Democratic Party

L e e e e e ———— — ——— — ——— i — — i —— i — — i — i — — — i— o . i
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Q4. After how many years elections are held in Mexico
) elect its President?
Four b. Flve C. Six d. Seven

lentify the incorrect statement about Natlonal

eople's Congress.

. It has the power to appoint the President of the
country.

b. It uses many dirty tricks to win the elections.

c. Some of its members are elected by the army.

d. It has nearly 3.000 members elected from all
over China.

Q 6. There are two statements marked as Assertion (A)
and Reason (R). Read them and choose the correct
option:

Assertion (A): Communist Party always forms the

government in China.

Reason (R): People have to choose the ruling party

and the candidates approved by it.

a. Both Asgertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reason (R) I8 not the correct explanstion of
Agsertion (A).

¢. Assertion (A) is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertlon (A) Is false. but Reason (R) Is true.

- 'I Answers '[ .
L(d) 20 301 4@ 5(@b
Source 2

approprilate option:

Zimbabwe attained mdependn‘n&%{ White

minority rule in 1980. Sin€e then, the country
has been ruled by Z - the party that
led the freedom stguggle. s leader, Robert
Mugabe, ruled th since independence.
Elections were held regularly and always won by
ZANU-PF. l’%q cnt Mugabe was popular
but also used| unfhir practices in elections.
Over the years his government changed tho
Constitution several times to increase the powers
of the President and make him less accountable,
Opposition party workers were harassed and
their mecting disrupted. Public protests and
demonstrations agninst the government were
declared illegal. There was a law that limited the
right to criticise the President. Television and
radio were controlled by the government and
gave only the ruling party’s version. Thero were
independent newspapers but the government
harassed those journalists who went against it
The government ignored some court judgments
that went against it and pressurised judges. He
was forced out of office in 2017.

6. (W%Q What was the unfair practice used by Mugabe in
Read the sowrce given below and anywer ZZ;D
questions that follow by choosing %foﬂ

Q1. From which of the following Zimbabwe attai |

independence in 19807
a. Black majority rule b. White minority rule
C Mexico d. China
Which party ruled the country, Zimbabwe and led
the freedom struggle since 19807
3. Communist Party

b. Marxist Party

C ZANU-PF

d. Institutional Revolutionary Party
Who ruled the country since independence of
Zimbabwe?

a. Robert Willlams
c Pinochet d

Q2.

Q3.

b. Raobert Mugabe
Allende
How was there no rule o inder Mugabe's rule?

a. Elections were t ough violence and
harassment of opRosition pollticlans, warkers
and |0urnali;¢%(‘ﬁ

d it

b. People fo cult to get the right to vote.
T v s golitical competition and power play.

Q4.

b. 2016 c. 2017

elections?

a. Public protests and demonstrations agalnst the
President vere declared Illegal.

b. Opposlition party workers weere harassed and
thelr meeting disrupted.

¢ There was no rule of law and cltizen's rights ware
not respected.

d. All of the above

. ]' Answers ,' *
L. (b)) 2() 3.() a ) 8.(c) 6. (d)
Source 3

Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow:

In Pakistan, General Pervez Musharraf led a
military coup in October 1999. He overthrew a
democratically elected government and declared
himself the 'Chief Executive’ of the country.
Later, he changed his designation to President
and in 2002 held a referendum in the country
that granted him a five year extension. Pakistani
media, human rights organisations and democracy
activists said that the referendum was based
on malpractices and fraud. In August, 2002 he
issued o ‘Legal Framework Order’ that amended
the Constitution of Pakistan. According to this

b |
I
I
l
I
I
I
I
I
I
l
I
l
I
I
I
I

d. 2018 l
l
I
I
I
l
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
l
l

M |
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Order, the President can dismiss the national and
provincial assemblies. The work of the civilian
cabinct is supervised by a National Sccurity
Council which is dominated by military officers.
After passing this law, elections were held to the
national and provincial assemblies. So, Pakistan
has had elections, elected representatives have
some powers. But the final power rested with
military officers and General Musharraf himself.

Q1. Who said that the referendum held in 2002 was
basaed on malpractices and fraud?

Ang. Paklstanl medla, human rights organisations and
democracy activists sald that the referendum held
In 2002 was based on malpractices and fraud.

Q2. What was the motive towards issulng a ‘Legal
Framework Order' in August 20027

Ans. General Pervez Musharraf lssued a‘Legal Framewark
Order’ In August 2002 with the motive to ensure that
he had the ultimate power to declde how he wanted
Paklstan to be ruled.

Q3. What were the amendments made in the
Constitution of Pakistan under Legal Framework
Order?

Pakistan under Legal Framewuork Order were:
() The President can dismiss the natiorinl or

provinclal assemblies. )
() The work of the civilians cubln@tp&ﬂd by
a Natlonal Securlty Counclt v ?W minated
by miltary officers. 4
‘ Very Short Answ&é‘ouestions AV}
»7
Ql

. What Is direct dem

Ang. Indirect democnacy. thewill of the state Is expressed
directly through eople themselves.

Q2. What s indi

Ans. In indirect demacracy. the represontatives make
laws on behalf of the people.

Ang. The amendments made In the ConstltutlonQ

Q3. Mention any two conditions necessary for the
success of democracy.

Ans. The two conditions necessary for the success of
democracy are:
(1) A democratic soclety. (i) Sound leadership.

Q4. What is meant by political equality?
Ans. Palitical equality means that each adult citizen must
have one vote and each vote must have one value.

Q5. Which country out of France, USA, Myanmar and
India is not a true democratic country?

Ans. Myanmar is not a true democratic country because
itis ruled by military rulers.

Q 6. Which Pakistani General led a military co—. ...
October 19997

Ans. The Pakistani General who led a military coup in
October 1999 was General Pervez Musharraf.

Q7. What was the designation taken by Pervez
Musharraf for himself when he overthrew the
democratic government of Pakistan in 19997

Ans. General Pervez Musharraf declared himself the
Chlef Executlve of Pakistan when he overthrew the
democratic government of Pakistan in 1999.

Q8. With what motive did General Pervez Musharraf
issue a 'Legal Framework Order' in August 2002?

Ans. General Pervez Musharraf Issued a 'Legal Framevsork
Order’ In August 2002 with tEt- motive to engure that

he had the ultimate to declde how he wanted
Paklstan to be ruled, y

Q9. In Mexlco, p }}senm to have cholceo, but In
practice this'was,not true. Why ?

Ans. It was bec e ruling part (PRI) used dirty tricks

1o W g Erctinns.
Q10. Wh Mexico gat independance?

A xIco got Independence In 1930.

. From 1930, which country holds electlons after
every six years and which has never been under a
military or dictator’s rule?

Ans. The country Is Mexlco that holds elections after
every slx years from 1930 and has nover bean under
a dictator's rule or a military rule.

Q12. Name the famous political party of MexIco.
Ans. The famous pollitical party of Mexico Is Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI).

Q13. What is the name of the Chinese Parllament?
Ans. The name of the Chinese Parlament Is Natlonal

People's Congress (‘Quanguo Renmin Daiblao Dahul
In Chinese Mandarin language).

Q4. Who has the power to appoint the Presldent In
China?

Ans. The Natlonal People's Congress has the power to
appalint the President In China.

Q 15. Which Is the most common form of democracy?

Ans. 'Representative Democracy’ Is the most common
form of democracy. In this form, the majority of
people rule through elected representatives.

Q16. What s a referendum?

Ans. A referendum Is a vote In which the electorate can
express a view on a partlcular Issue of public policy.

Q17. What is recall procedure? When is it used?
Ans. Recall Is a procedure by which public officers may
be removed from office vote of the people.

It is used In relation to the legislators and executive
officlals,
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Q18. When was Nigeria became independent and
tpublic?
geria became independent In 1960 and became a
ipublic in 1963.

'hat is the role of citizen in promoting democracy?

a democracy. every citizen should be able to pay
equal role in decision-making, For this, the citizen
not only needs an equal right to vote but also equal
Information, baslc education. equal resources and a
lot of commitment.

Q 20.
Ans.

Give any one argument against democracy.
Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to
InstablUty.

Q2l. Following cartoon is about the Iraqi election held
after Saddam Husseln's regime was overthrown. He

is shown behind the bars.

AN oAt %
(éﬂl‘li"t

ate and
ar quotation,
@hers the situntion

What Is the cartoonist saylng here?
In one of the quotation of the cartoon,

tells us about the equality of th@iri"gg t

equal value of each man's vote.in an

Ans.

he spys thot the dictotor, mog
when he s the only man @
only vote.

"A minister sald /that seme laws have to be
passed by the pnﬁuﬁmt in order to conform
to the regulat eclded by the World Trade
Organisation.”

Above statement contalns a democratic and
an undemocratic element. Write out the two
separately.

The fact that the laws need to be passed by the
parllament Is democratic, while conformation to the
WTO regulations Is undemocratic.

d@’any matter by his

Q2.

Ans.

-’ Short Answer Type Questions AV

Ql. What is democracy? Glve examples of non-
democratic countries.

Democracy is a form of government in which the
representatives elected by the people in a country
sit together to take decislons. Elections are held to
choose the representatives and native people or

Ans.

citizens are allowed to participate In the electl
Some non-democratic countries are Myanmar. Saudi
Arabla, etc.

Q2. What Is direct democracy ?

Ang. Direct democracy ks that form of government In
which people directly participate In the affalrs of the
state. Its features are:

(1) In it, public opinion Is expressed directly In
assemblies or meetings.

(ii) Allthe adult citizens have the right to participate
In the meetings of the Assembly where all
the laws are passed. taxes are assessed and
appointments to execute the decisions taken in
the Asgembly are made.

(1) Now-p-days, this @vgt@m¥ possible only In a
few cantons of Swi nd and some states In
USA Y

/\
TiP
It Is better to lalnythe features In points rather
than In para a,%bl not forget to glve examples of

countries direct democracy.

rect democracy ?

hls system, people elect thelr representatives
far/a specific period vho run the administration.
Some of its features are:

(I) If representatives do not wark accarding to the
wighes of the people and for thelr welfare. thay
are changed at the time of next elections.

() People do not directly take part In the affalrs of
the gtates. They elect thelr representatives who
conduct the affalrs of the states.

() 1t exists In Indla, England. USA and France.

Q 4. Why Pakistan may not be called a democracy under
General Pervez Musharraf?
Ang. Pakistan under Pervez Musharraf moy not be called a
democracy because of the below mentioned reasons:
(1) People may have elected thelr representatives
to the natlonal and provinclal assembles but
those elected representatives ware not rulers.
(If) The power to take final decision rested with the
army officlals or with General Musharraf and
none of them were elected by the people.
(i) They formally have an elected ParUament and
government but the real power Is with those
who are not elected.

Q6. What steps were taken by General Pervez Musharraf
in Pakistan to empower/enhance himself?
Ans. He took the followlng steps to enhance his power:
(I) In August 2002. he Issued a 'Legal Framework
Order' that amended the Constitution of Pakistan.
Accarding to this order. the President can
dismiss the national or provinclal assembles.

L e e e e e ———— — ——— — ——— i — — i —— i — — i — i — — — i— o . i



() The work of the Civilan Cabinet was to be
supervised by a National Security Council which
was dominated by military officers.

owledge BOOSTER

In October 1999, General Musharraf came to power

after attempting a military coup. He overthrew a

democratically elected government and declared
7i< himself the Chlef Executive of the country.

Q 6. How elections in India are different from Mexico?
Ans. The elections in India and Mexico are different. This
v/l be clear from the below mentioned points:

(I) Both the countries have a multi-party system.
But. in case of India. the political parties in
powser often lose elections whereas in case of
Mexico. the PRI did not lose a single electlon for
more than 70 years.

(1) Electlons In Indla are held after every five years
whereas In case of Mexico. the elections are
held after every six years.

(lif) Government officlals work under the Election
Commisslon during the election doys in Indin
whereas this [& not true for Mexico.

Q7. Giving the example of Mexico, prove that although
having a democratic system, they ware not
practising democracy.

Since.

Ang. Its Independence In 1930,

But untll 2000. every election was wo
called PRI. Opposltion parties conte lons
but never managed to win. The P own 1o

uge several unfalr tricks to wln@l@\tichn./
(I) The PRI spent lar of monay In
campalgn for its cn
(I) Booths wur@ shiff

one place to another
made It difficult for the

m although Mexico hod a

This prove
democr stem, they vrere not practising
democracy.

p8 BOOSTER

The Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) was
founded in 1929 and held power uninterruptedly In
the country for 71 years.

7N

Q.

‘In China, elections are regularly held after five years
for electing the country's Parllament, still it cannot
be called a democratic country! Give reasons.
OR

‘Elections In China do not represent people's
verdict. Explain.

In China. elections are held regularly after five
years for electing the country's ParlUament. called
Quanguo Renmin Dalblao Dahul (National People's

Ans.

S Maxico ho&
cloctlong evary slx years to elect tholr P ldnnr_

Congress) but still It cannot be called a dem:
country because of the below mentloned reasons:
(I) Before contesting elections, a candidate needs
the approval of the Chinese Communist Party.
(I Only those, who are members of the Chinese
Communist Party or eight smaller parties allied
to It are allowed to contest elections.

(i) The government is always formed by the

Chinese Communist Party.

. Mention the freedoms that are usually taken

away when democracy Is overthrown by a military
regime.

. The freedoms that are usually taken away when

democracy Is overthrown by a military regime are:
(I) The people will ha
(I) The rulers
the wishgé o

not Jhave to act according to
(h@ poople In a non-demacratic
elr needs can be Ignored by the

afe ruler or the rullng party can rule
untry for a vary long time In a miltary

‘?g me.
OI The poltical freedom of the citizen Is completely

Q0.

Ans,

QlL

Ans.

denled in a military regime. They con't form
political assoclations or organise protests.
The princlple of ‘One Person, One Vote, One Value'
is not followad in every country. Elaborate.
The principle of ‘One Persan, One Vote' One Value s
not followed In many countrles. Some of them are
as follows:

(1) In Saudl Arabla, woman do nat have the right to
vote.

() Estonla has made its citizenshlp rules In such a
way that people belonging to Russian minority
Aind It difficult to get the right to vote.

() In Fiji. the electoral system Is such that the vote
aof an Indigenous Fljl has more value than that of

an Indlan-Flflan.

Why the ruling party in Zimbabwe cannot be
considered as democratic?

In Zimbabwe. the ruling party ZANU-PF and Its leader.
Robert Mugabe cannot be considered as demacratic
because of the below mentioned reasons:

(I) Toenhance his power and to make the President
less accountable. the government has changed
the Constitution several times In Zimbabwe.

(i) There is no freedom of press. Journalists and
workers of the opposition party are harassed.
Television and radio broadcast only the views of

the ruUng party.

(ili) Government ignores the [udgement of the court

and Judges.
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Q12. 'Democracy is all about political competition and
jower play. There is no scope for morality' Justify
he statement.

'he given statement can be justified as follows:

(i) Democracy leads to corruption as it Is based on
electoral competition. Elections can be won by
muscle power. money power or bath.

(i) Most of the elected leaders do not know the
best interests of the people due to which many
virong decisions are being made.

(iif) At various levels, people have to be consulted
in a demaocratic government due to which
declslons get delayed.

TiP:
Students are required to give justlfication of muscle
power in democracy through examples.

Q13. 'Democracy improves the quality of declsion-
making. Explain.

Ang. Democracy Improves the quallty of declsion-making
in the following manner:

(I) Democracy Is based on consultation and
diccussion. A democratic  declglon  always
involves many persons. discussions and
meetings.

() When a number of people put thelr heads

topether. they are able to paoint out posslh
mistakes In declslons.

(i) Decision-making takes time In democra%t
there Is a blg advantage In takin e aver
Impartant declslons. It reduces the c s of

rash or Irresponsible declslw

' Long Answer Type Qupst

Q1. State any five character
Ans. The following are the stlcs of democracy:
() Only leaders etette people rule the country
and take all mg|or decislons.
(i) People h e freedom to express views.
freedom toforganise and freedom to protest
(lll) Elections offer a cholce and falr opportunity to
the people to change the current rulers.

0 mocrncy

-------

the people on an equal basls.

(v) The exerclse of this cholce leads to the farmation
of a government Umlted by baslc rules of the
Constitution and citizens' rights.

Q2. What are the merits of democracy?
Ang. The following are the merits of democracy:

(I) Ademocratic government (s abetter government
because it is a more accountable form of
government.

(1) Demaocracy Improves the qualty of declslon-
making because a democratic decision always
Involves many persons, discussions and
meetings.

() In any soclety, people are bound to l

differences of opinions and interests.
Democracy provides a method to deal wiith
differences and conflicts.

(lv) Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens.

(v) Democracy allows us to correct our own
mistakes.

Q 3. What do you mean by representative democracy?
Why is it becoming the most common form of
government in modern times?

Ans. Representative democracy Is a type of democracy
based on the principle of elected representatlves
representing a group of people as opposed to direct
democracy.

Itis becoming the most ca n form of government
In modern times becay followlng reasons:

(i) Representative r cy makes better sense
of the nee fﬂp demands of the people and
convert ﬁg{;&’pmctlcal actlon plans.

(i) It con s the needs and demands of the

tlds as well as depressed classes so. thelr
lagsnoss Is ramoved.

esgntatives and political parties are able
arbitrate between the different pressure

groups and different sections of society.
0 ) Representative democracy allows us to elect

representatives having knowledge of speclfic
subjects of Interast and thua can take doeclslons

accordingly.
Q 4. Explain main challenges to democracy.
Ans. The following are the main challenges to democracy:
(I) The most serlous challenge In democracy Is
the growing soclal and economic Inaquility
among, the people. Although all the citizens
hawe the right to vote and fight elections, only
rich people have a chance to win the election.

(I) The role of antl-soclal elements has Increased
very much during the elections. Voters are
coerced to vote for a particular candldote
or a party. Rigging also takes place during
elections.

(1) In many democratic countries of the world.
political leaders and government officlals are
corrupt, dishonest and Inefficlent. As a result.
people do not take interest in elections and
have no falth In government officlals.

(lv) Castelsm and communalism are other big
challenges In many democratic countries Uke
Indla. Representatives elected on the basls
of caste or religlon wark for the welfare of
the people belonging only to thelr caste or
religlon.

(v) All the decislons are to be approved and
discussed in the Parliament and many people
and Institutions are to be consulted. So. It
leads to delays In decislon-making.
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5. Explain with an example how popular governments Q7. Differentiate between the democratic ana
can be undemocratic and popular leaders can be non-democratic government.
autocratic. Ans. Difference  between the democratic and

5. Since. its independence In 1980. Zimbabwe has been non-democratic government are:

ruled by ZANU-PF, the party that led the freedom r TSI
struggle. Its leadfzr. Robert Mugabe. ruled the country tfo DiBfEf‘ﬂigcf:e (?:\2::;1 enct %r::vernment
upto 2017. Elections have been held regularly and
alvrays vion by ZANU-PF. President Mugabe is popular (1) | Accountabllty | It ts the best The rulers are
but also uses unfair practices In elections. Over the form of not accountable
years, his government has changed the Constltution government as | to the people
geversl times to increase the powers of the Precident the rulers are | and thelr needs.
and make him less accountable. accountable to
Opposition party workers are harassed and thelr the people and
meetings are disrupted. Public protests and have to fulfil
demonstrations against the government weare their needs
declared illegal There was a law that limits the right (i)
to criticise the President. Televislon and radio were
controlled by the government and broadcasted only
the ruling party’s versions.
The actions of President Mugabe show that popular

In non-
democratic
governments.
\their rulers and | people do not
have rightin | elect their rulers

governments can be undemocratic and popular Q; declslon- and have no

leaderg can be autocratic. making. rightin
Q 6. What were the dirty tricks used by the Institutional 24 declslon-makin

Revolutionary Party (PRI) to win electlons in &ﬁ @ of The Parllamant | The Parlamant
arllament Is a separate cannot pass

b |
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Mexico? l
Ans. The PRI used many dirty tricks to win all the elect O body and has | 3 law about |
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from 1930 till 2000 which are: no Interference | the army

(I) All those who were employed In government from army. without the
consent of

the chief of

offices had to attand its party me
() Teachers of government schogls u force

‘ army.
parants to vote for tha PRI Y Ty
() Medla  criticlsed  the osition  parties (V) |Rightto Vote | The right to The citizens

but largely Ignored4hok actlvities and good vate Is avall- | of the country
able for all have no

efforts. X citizens right to
(lv) The PRI spent{a sum of money In the S vote
campalgn for lts sandidates and to manipulate

(v) | Basls Democracy s | Non-democratic

he polling booths were shifted bnsed an govwrnrnunt
consultation. Is based

from on€ place to anather without any prior i

notice. Thus, the party tried to hamper the Alckarsrshis:

(v)

election procedure.

& Chapter Test

Multiple Choice Questions Q2. Which party always won elections in Mexico since
QL i is a form of government in which the rulers are its independence in 1930 till 20007
elected by the people. a. Revolutionary Party
a. Dictatorshlip

b. Non-democratic government
c Democracy c. Institutional Revolutionary Party

b. Mexican Revolutionary Party

d. Monarchy d. Institutional Party



